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. - BETTER £x0wn've Tus FLY 1 * 5 : 5 | 28 wy 
Dick Spot, the Conjuror, * 5 2M 


PARTICULARLY. IN X DERBYSHIRE aD SHROPSHIRE, | 58 


- earitten by an o Arquaintance, . 8 Za 


n vA enirielt ons AVIA or 411. alen 


- FOR. NEAL FIFTY YEARS. | 3 
* . 
= 2 5 3 9 . > 
6 RIGS whimsical, 1 curious . e eln N 
ter - unaccountabie and mys sterious transactions—los propert 
restored— life preserved robberies prevented Death eee : * 8 
foretold. (particularly that of the gate unfortunate King of Sweden, 5 4 . 
| which he declared in print more than three months before it > 4 5 2 
I happened —and proving every thing belonging to the history N 


chi wonderful man, to have been de yond the settled roles ” : 3 25 * 0s 
% which human eine life are in general regulate | Ls 5 


* 1 45 ** 
72 j N : 3 
; ' 5s 2h. 
-  exmireD Pb 5 ANN LEMOINE, WHITE=ROBE. . COURTS. PEST 
| coLeman STREET; AND/SOLD BY T. HURST | nes 
4 * PATERNOSTER-ROW. ; e 
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4 8 os TREE J f N ? ie | 8 
FTC ONJUROR. | _ 
2 : {A Es: e os e 
3 profes GarPootobog rfres ct; } = 
4 - X te iſ 
17. 12 wund 1 for vide 1 i PR of- foctely ©. -- = 
has appointed that for wi ſtations and circumſtances fi — = 
uman Lie different r qualifications, and 1 
degrees © e 1 of courſe, as they'make + 2 . 
»{ the” aid 84 aff ce of 8 other neceſfary, occaſion 55 7 
4 dependences upon others: Different d regs 0 ee, 5 AER 
x and induſtry, will forty higher and lower ſtations (15 8 7 
Periority, Either in property or uſefulneſs to the public, 
WH mus create a diverfity in ra poor man's | 
5 is as neceſſary for the Advantage of the rich, as the 5 
— cor 2 15 compaſſion, and libexality, a re” for 2 * ny 
; mfort'and ſupport of the poor. Though Fork the HU. 
N relations ip which mankind to each athiets 4 » 
there muſt arife pre-eminence and ſubordi inaron, 5 at ; 
though in all ſocie ties various diſtingtions conditions...  » We 
and circumſtances are e yet, in many reſpeR gt = 
It other, Ot wh pre all ol 70 ependant u on dne "= 
another. n | 
Pope of ſerves, Some are, and muſt be greater with”. 1 
| tho reſt.” "art in LG * J have drawn the ado * _ 
1 | „„ 


« © 4 


= 


the Soho maaufactory. 


— — 


ſchool, applied his talent. to a good purpoſe, for he was 


other children, a' ſullen and 'myſterlous reſerve; marked 


4 THE LIFE OF | 
the CounTxy Conjuron will be found, in his place, 
as uſeful as the village attorney, or the magiſtrate of the 
„ . pre OD ot 
\ RICHARD MORRIS, the ſubject of the following 
- Pages, who ſeems to, pare e ot to amuſe the vulgar_ 
and puzzle the wiſe, was a na of Bakewell, in Der- 
byſhire, where he was born, in 1710. The diminutive 
appellation of Die Sror, was entailed upon bim from 
the ſingular circumſtance of his being born with a large 
black ſpot upon his face, near his noſe, and this name 
he carried, to his grave, | His father was a foldier, at the 
time of the Union, and died before he had completed 
His fixth year; ſo that little of his fingular character 
can be attributed to him; but from his aunt, who 
brought him up, ſomething may be traced, a few out- 
lines in which, however, the old lady can appear, but 
very far removed in the back-ground.of his character, 

By his motber's fide he was nearly related to the late 
Sir Richard Arkwright, originally a penny barber, and 
at laſt the greateſt mechanic in the kingdom; and by his 
father, he alſo claimed relationſhip to the founder of 


Mrs. Morris ſurvived her husband but two years, and 
left her ſon to the care of her ſiſter, Deborah Heath- 
Cote, who brought him up to as good I arn ing as her 


_ circumſtances would permit, which though not a+ 4 


were ſufficient to give him an introduction to any b 
neſs. he might have an inchnation for. OPS” a 


Dick certainly, during the me of bis being at 


much the beſt calculator of any man of his acquaintante, 


ad his obfervations. of life obviated and removed the 
+." neceflity ot applying to books: ſor it is a fact, that in 
all bi travels he never carried a book, not even of ronds 
or directions, but poſſeſſed every thing, as it were, bf 
intuitive knowledge. "The J pus Crickton, .To 4 


ſpoken of for his pre mature gen us, would diminiſh b. 


*compariſon, neither hav any Biographer, ſince the time 
of Plutarch, recorded ſuch an aſt-niſhing: character, as 
that I am about to lay before the public. . 
Flis hours of amuſement were not ſpent like thoſe bf 


l 


his- * 


7 * f - 


* 
oY * 
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pick sror, TRE ConjuroR, Oh YG 

e. i his manners; yet at, times, this thaughtfuloeſs wok] gir ese 
way tv athletic exerciſe, but this was ſeldom, for heſeem+ 


| ed at maſt times ta be abſorbed in himſelf, and could for 
"8 a long time, keep his eyes ſo-fixed upon ſome inanimate 


ar i object, that obſervers uled to call him the Sullen; Boy; 
r- But whenever he mixed with the neighbouring children, 
ve his curious contriyances.and. little artifices always made 
m them court his favour; and though he wopld always be 
ge maſter of Whatever game be was playing at, be alway © 
ne contrived to obtain his ſuperiority by ſuch means as could __ 
be not diſguſt his playmates. 1 5 
ed Mrs, Heatbeote, his aunt, who, it has been obſerv eds. 
er was independent in circumſtances, yet contrived to better 8 
ho them, by adviſing the young, and amufing the aged, in 
te their various concerns of life; the truth is ſhe was a fors ' + 
ut i tune-teller, and report declares, that ſhe had a happy 

knack of drawing the ſecrets of futurity from their hid-- 
te den receſs, From this eiroumſtanpe, Dick might borrow 
id the hint, but be certainly out- run bis aunt as far, before 
1s he was twelve years old, as a wooden clock is removed 
of from a repeater or a flop watch, though each will declare 
K the time of the day. Her fee was conſtantly half- a- πο.‚. sn 
ad but her nephew never opened his lips, before the oe . 
b dian's fee way poſted : The King's golden picture was the Y | 
er purchaſe-price of the ſecret worth knowing, and man: 18 


24 family ſecrets have been-diyu}ged, which, but for Dierk 
Spot, would never have been proclaimed. Whether good © & 


* 


Y or evil has been the general reſult, will be ſeen in the 
at following pages; and I believe it wilt be found, that a? 
a8 country conjoror is more uſeful in the place he reſides ! 
© ins * the fat Vicar, who only ſleeps and ſtirs about 
e tythes. - : oof 175 4e 3 his ie = 
in Dick as it has been already obſerved, ſhewed an un- 7 | 
1 common dexterity at all thoſe. little games which uſually» ; 
1 oecupy the minds of children in their early youth. The. | 
þ hays, when they played, always. coveted to! have him: 
y 22 fide, and unde e a e cr N 15 1 
12 ge of many ti wee elt him when they 7 if 
16 made their little mitohes;; e 1 
of great impottance in ther thaughta, Who ſhould get those 
* victory: Theſe tyfles hu ofen left undecided, butiif ;evert © 
a de gare his opinion is ſack trivial affair, che peeſiuds; * WM 
s. TIE ö | for w armed, 
— "I 2 
2 N 
e 
"IE a COM | k 7% 2 T2 1 3 


* r eee ee e, 
forwarned, far 


* 2 1 ſeeking party would be ſure to meet with him ſoon in 
the town, diverting himſelf with his companions, when 


#224 
- 
— 1 
. "* > N . 
— 
= 
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ge was conſulted with as much ſolicitude and credit to 
Sent times. 


cTonjuror taken aſide from his companions by people of 


42 be "CRE . gh — . ” 
uit him, and ſome by letters referred to his judgment, 


| ice in the probability of ſucceſe, and once par- 
ticularly, when a mine was to be opened, the owner of 


we eſtate abſolutely queſtioned him as to the richneſs | 


pf the vein, with other particulars relating thereto, all 
which he anſwered 'o much to his credit, that he was 
=  reputedto be in poſſeflion of the real gift of prophetic 
| tained him ſo much credit, that he had a perfect muſeum: 
cf play-things, for! every one added ſomething to his 
co 
4 


ſulted him upon trivial affairs, but men of prop 
. E K . 1 


— 
- 
_ 


Fei It Was: highly entertaining, 10 ſoe this young Village 


vreſpectabiliey, and friends who were hunting for him to 


. | His havit-of ſortune⸗ telling, as it may ealled, ob- 


denied him when he was at home; but in general, the 


. > - himſelf, as the Tripos of apollo was at Delphos, in an- 


*%. a 
©. & 
N \ 
ns, 
2 


- 
- 


N 
1 


5 | out of him his opinion, boon matters of moment. 
His fame ſpread ſo faſt and wide, that perſons from the 
bes 277 . | | 


7%..." adjacent; as well as from diſtant countries came to con- 


WE -” 3 the medium of the town people of Bakewell, for {4 
wie as; 


ſtore; it was not wemen only, or perſons in love that? 


* 7 


'D1ex sror, Tur CONJURORs 7 
and merchants who had veſſels upon the ſea, were glad 


of his opinion upon the ſecurity of their property, which - I 
they looked upon to be as ſafe as the under-writers,” ; 
names for the value of the cargo. If he but told them 3 

that the ſhip would arrive ſafe and return ſafe, they + 
made themſelves eaſy, and enjoyed a calm of mind un- WR. © 
known to an anxious uncertainty, and ſtate of uneaſineſs. 

Had his mind been directed towards gaming, he muſt 

have realized a great fortune, for he was the means 'of  _ ; 

. 


4 


985 . 
ns Sa TA + ad * 
= tubd. F TIA 
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conſiderable ſums being won by his conſulters, who 


were ſure to come off winners, if they followed his ad- 1 11 
vice in obſerving the proſperous hours of gaming ang „ 
abſtaining from play when fortune was adverſe. For th © & 4 
verification of this, one Mr, Darwin, who had-retired 4 | 
from the public line of buſineſs,” having long kept th © I 


4 
. ” 
- «© 
"WA n 1 ” 
G "£ = 
* wy 
» I 
un. aA th. te 


George Inn, at Bakewell, having little etſe to do, plays + 
ed more for amuſement than gain; ſometimes bY The: *_ 
evil hour when he was cautioned by the boy not to hazar@  - - 3} 
-a game, and conſtantly toft it, though he did his beſt, ; 
and. uſed more circumſpeRion than at other times When 
he won, At firſt, as he told me, he would try, when 
the boy foretold him his i'! fortune, whether it would. © 
122 prove true, and re ying upon the mere chance and tung 
of the game, he had always, as he obſerved, a m H 1% 
0 ill luck on thoſe forbidden days and hours, aud he never 
uiid of good luck if he choſe the fortunate hours dt. 
. retted by the boy: 144 een f eee n | \ 
It is related upon the authority of Plato and others," that : 
Socrates had an attending genius which followed hi1 


3 0 
from his childhood, as an oracle, and in ſome plates, he * 
intimates, that be gained his inſtructions by an- inward I | 
communication or admonition of mind, ' which gajded 3 


him through the actions of life. That ſome ſipetnatural”: 


4 

agency of ſpiritual inſpiration: was the peculiar gift R 
| 

| 


I. Morris, none, Who knew him, can deny, for te moſt. | V6 + 
ſerupulous of his admirers muſt admit, that -hETperformed — — 
what no other power but magie could produee ; Bat . £5 
ing that out of the queſtion, the-vower of the ſecontl MHỹt 
of the Iſlanders of Scotland, is ſufficient to aceount᷑ fdr all 


_—_— 


his fore- Knowledge. Dr. S.' Johnſon's: journey to the A+ 
Weſtern Iſlands, was: chiefly per formed to aſcertain the 

wonders of this giſt, and he returned fully ſatisfied-of eg - {|} 
| 2 - | IL 5 | | w- . 3 © 
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.- 
7 _—_— 2 * , <M £7 _ —_ 
- Wa + i 3.4.4 
%. | 7 SPELL 
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20 iety. of which is too obvious to be obſcured by the flimſy: 


not the caſe, with Dick; for his ill in diviustion, as Will 


the 3 do err, Might n W 


* "ap mw THz 11 rin a 
 certaiaty and effect. The following may BOT in one in- 


2 as well as a thouſand. A gentleman's ſervant; 3 

erious man, who knew Dick's mother, called upon | 
one morning early, when as ſoon. as young Morris | 

ſaw. him, he told him he ſmelt ſame veniſon, and he was * 

ſure they would ſhortly have ſome in the houſe; he was 

right, for his friend was juſt going to the Inn, to receive 


- a fide of veniſon. for his. maſter, which he ſoon returned 
wich, as a preſent from another gentleman , who reſided ac 


Matlock, and who was coming to make a toy: at Bakewall, 


for two or three days. 1 7 R 


If credulity i is a weakneſs of 4 amen, mind, ſcent 


eiſm and doubtfulneſs is no mark ef ſuperior judgment; 
and as Mr. Addiſon, in one of the Spectators, obſerves, 
e We may believe the reports of others, who have no 
ET INES intereſt in deceiving, and who would not on any other ac- 
8 count i ſe upen us. Mr. Morris“ s actions have been 
2s ſeverely ſcrutinized as the ſhrewdneſs of pbiloſophy 


gould i invent, ard though many of his tranſactions are not 


72 5 78 reconcileable to mechanical principles of ſcience, yet 


muſt be exonerated from the crimjnahimputation: of 


c or necromancy . 
7 ſhall not, like a certain Bookſeller, of the neighbour: 


ED 67 bos of Moorficlds, fill up a huge oRavg with egotiſms, 
; he : 55 trivial ſteps of the ſirſt 45 years of the commercial 


eſs of common abilities, but proceed in a ſuceindt 
nner to detail a ſeries of su RT AISINO FACTS,'the bor 


aſonings of thoſe who deny a entneandane of ſpi⸗ 
ritual. powers with mankind. 
Mx. Morris's actions being upon a better ſonndation of 
credit, than uſually ſuch relations fland, on, whoever-at» 
tempts to ridicule them, will, inſtead of turning them 1 inte 


zel, become the abje of ridicule themſelyes. 1 


Mes. Heathcote, his aunt, died when he was bent * 


ventecn years of age, and he was then left to his on 


management, at a time when-youthful follies are apt to 
bring young mes into dangerous fityations ; but this was 


hereaſter appear, ſaved him from the ſhoals of diſppation. 
and as he with ſtated rather about the world, hit zefiliiig 


* 
4 — 


— 1 


7 
es Had ed a 

by lis reputation had ſo far increaſed, that he received 

he the moſt flattering invitations from the neigbbodting, as 

Tn Well as the various on! ek viſited the wonders of 

. Derbyſhire, and the haths at Matlock, being then the 


2 ee of all that was fair and polite at that time, 
* WW He made that place his reſidence during the ſummer ſeaſon, 
ve .. r... i TS 

y He was not a twelvepenny fortune-teller, like, the con- 
ll, 


jurors of London, who have only leaent the knack of * 
cratching a few oblique lines, whick they call à figure, 2 
and ſay it is Aſtrology; neither did he attempt to make an E ; 

Almanack, but his opinion was ſo certain, that the firſt 1 
families in the kingdom had recourſe to him for adyice,, IJ 


and his delicacy on theſe occaſions was only equalled by 4 
the certainty of its truth. Among innumerable. inſtances, _' 
the accompliſhment of the following circumflabees*, un- 
- deniable : The late Dr. Woodward, his wife, fon, and SIRE 2 
daughter, being at the bath at Matlock, had an ingliht- - 
tion to ſee-this wonderful man of knowledge, . They a6. - 
 cordingly-eonſuled him, and fain would he have con- 
cealed from the mother the ultimate fate of her daughter. 
in particular, but he had gone too far, and therefore, wie 9 
obliged to on to the old lady, what he had not entirely. - 
concealed from the father, that was, (aw I leſs than fie 3 
months, ſhe. ſhould be deprived of ber daughter by ce 
ſmall pox. 'The young lady was then about fixteen, ang 8 
. if an evil could be prevented by forecaſt ar eluded by art, — = 
me Had the faireſt. opportunity of having his words ptoved 
falſe, for her father Was a very ee .p>yfician; and 
diſtempers of this kind are much more eaſily prevented _* 
by care, than cuted by art, for when there is timel — 
caution uſed by the doctor, to pope the body "again 


9. 
4-4 


"the danger of the poiſon, every hope way be entertained. 0 
N But neither Mr. Mortis's admanitions, nor ber father's 57 
e- kill and prevention, were ſuffcient to ward of the = 8 
n proaching evil for ſhe died as was fortiold, and her 3 
t to ther ſoon after followed her to the grayſmmee. 
Wag A very different fortune was predicted, by the 'ſeer," tio 
will her brother, only then eight years old. Longevity in 
ons the ſervice of his country, and an honorable retirement 2h, 
ung would cloſe his cateer.“ In fact, he is ſtill living z he 18 _ 
ater now turned of Seventy-eight years of age, he was ab the | 


__ 
1 
. 
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| THE LIFE or 


* of Dettingen, Jane: 16, 1743, WED the King was 
', "preſent, and afterwards at the battle of Fontenoy, in be 
Ling" own regiment. According to the newſp papers of 
reſent month (May, 1798) he offered his ſervice for 
| "Me efence of his country, to General Howe, K. B. com- 
manding the eaſtern diyifion of forces, at Colcheſter, and 
remains a living, and convincing” proof of Mr. Morris' 2 
ſuperior ſkill in future contingencies. 
The above prediction was made about the year 1729 
before Dick attained. his twentieth year, and when the 
number of his <onfultors were ſo conſiderable that num- 
: ens yere obliged to remain many weeks for their inter- 
"view. 
© Neither did his fame in this part of the country ever 
3 ſaffer the leaſt diminution, for when be was mere. laſt, ' 
3 in Auguſt > 1790, 4 certain hopeful heir hearing of hjs 
| ; fame, got ad miſſion to him, and after 22 ſome 
5 | queſtions, the querent aſked, What does my 
Wotder think of me?“ Why,“ anſwered ok, © She 
1 "thivks you are the greateſt rake alive, and I think 7 
_* Rs the greateſt fool for many parts of your conduct.“ The 
- converſation ſoon ceaſed, not being agreeable to the i 
TE luftrions inquirer, but *haycoften heard Dick ſay fince, 
da he believed his high-dorg cuſtomer would never like. 
1 or ought the leſſan he carried away. 
Wife pe was at Matlock, Ma Lone, lodged.» at, . 
'"Quarry-houſc © with Mrs. M a who 2 5 
ui 


& + - For company This lady, — numerdus 

Eo viſitors Which conftantly atten ick, when at. 

houſe, took it into her 1 to ſet her cap at him, br 
he was a bird not to be taken by chaff. . He 1 boy 

eircumſtances.beiter than - herſelf; and hex im mpatier 

wed got her at laſt into a en of 1 oyhle, my 

thing but Death . her from The bs 


4 . | R Mr, Morris had foretold * 745 1 * 1 7s 


eldeſt boy was executed at Devizes, fo ſtealing ; t 
two Fel, went abroad, upon the ill of the 12 

8 ther. . and ehh 4 * n WI with the tip they — 
in, in the Lraights of unda, in t ndlan is : 
ſhe herfelf ſuevive 4 her ſecond huſband but 1 ſhort time : 
his want of con had driven t m out of the h . 


and 8 ier put g pariod: I e 


5 


ceeding 


wy + 


DICK SPOT, THE ' CON JUROR, Gf | it ; 

* © The appetite of curioſity which daily brought kim i, Sy 
many viſitors, while it encteaſed his finances, occupied fo. 
much of his time, that to enjoy bimſelf without diſtur- 

bahce, he was often indueed. to travel many miles to 

eſcape the impertinence of inquirers, moſtly of the female - 
fer, who preſſed all > kno\ 
take them from the ſervitude of their friends to the ſo- 
wy huſbands. | DFE 


er to know when fortune would 


His firſt buſineſs with his viſitors was, after firſt touch. 
ing the ſee, to tell them their names, occupation, place of 
abode, and the purpoſe they came about; and he was al- 
ways more particular with the men, than with the ladies, 


for ſome of the gentlemen he would take with him to 5 


another Inn, to enter more fully into particulars than he 
well could at the place where they came to conſult him: 
It was the caſe with a merchant, who wich much impor- 
tunity, got him to his on houſe in the neighbourhood of 
Matlock, and after a couple nere 
F ge he informed his entertainer, that he ſhoul 
n hear of . at ſea, greater than 
one that Had paſſed three years before, obſerving at the 
ame time, that advantages and loſſes being concomi - 
tant circumſtances to perſons. in trade, were always ge- 


neral topics, which perſons unſkilled or but flightly learnt, 
right venture to aſſign to any man in his prdſe hon; it 
being a thing next to impoſſible, that perſons who- ede 
"thould not ſometimes gain ſurprifingly as well as loſe .. 
But Dick was not one of thoſe who went # 


l 
by pe. 4 or firſt drawing the facts from the 'enqui 


| fer, - 
and then framing an artful and - ambiguous anſwer, He : 
boldly ſketched, and particularized the future 1 8 


48 well as the ſucceſsful circumſtances which were,” 


luck, but, you muſt meet it with grace and courage, when 
I tell you it will be but momentary, there fore ve to 


meet it, what it is I ſhall relate to you, while wedrink 


another bottle, bit remember, I cannot drink 'your's 
8. he will prove. worſe to you than the 
ftornis ,which will enrich Neptune's domihions with the = 


wife's. health -, the 
ſpoils of the three tips yon Have a ſhate in at this mo- 


ment. A worſe ſtorm than all this attends you * 5 24 


* 


At 


of bottles and ſome gebetet 


* 
* * 
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I ? be high ide. of her extravagance and the violent wind be 
pf her. ag 4 will wreck your already di ſaſtered ſhip in Pi 
tze haven of adverſity, but be comforted, I ſee a for- 

tunate circumſtance in your favor, but this time I ſhall, © * fa 

' wave letting you know what that is; for the preſent © in 

20 home and be reſolate to meet your near unlucky fate | Ou 

ut deſpair not, min! and remember, the wretched to of 
day may be the happy tomorrow.” The merchant; was. 

obliged to retire at laſt without the ſatisfaQtion of xnow-" * - ty 

-- Ing what was ſo much in his favor, after ſuch cruel diſ- an 

aſters as were ſoon to follow. In ſhort, he went home, I « 

and in about three months after, failed, and being in a ce 


large way, cauſed many more to become watkeas, in tic 
that place, which was Cheſterfield. En 


About half a year after, the ſame merchant came again, M 
and told him, that his firſt prediction was too far ve- da 
Nied to his coſt, and that his affairs were in ſuch con- an 

foſion, that he thought them beyond any viſible. means 

Df a future recovery ; and doubting leſt the other ſors co 
tunate part of the prediction was 6nly told him by w of 

form him, if there was yet any hopeful reverfion for _ im 

him in this world; upon this, Dick made a ſhort and for 
3 very ſgnißcant reply, adviſing him to take care of him - Ki 
elf with mighty circumſpection, telling him at the fame re: 
W.- tine, that that day manth, the Friday, he would de Ani 
+ We in fatal danger of his life, He. coloured immetintgly Di 


63K 
. * — 


— 
ww 
* 
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upon this intelligence, and deſired warmly Mr. Maffg jb! 
to explain himſelf, but no more would he tell, only re Fe 


peating, that without extraordinary precaution tit mu 
would prove fatal to him even to death.“ He then his 

| hook his head and retired. So the Augur warned Cafe) A © 

to © beware of the Ides of March.“ „„ as ( 
Friday paſt; . Saturday .Morning. came, and on that = 


very Saturday Morning came likewiſe, the joyful exprels tha 
pf the ſafe arrival of a conſiderable property hell md _ De 
| ne1 


long been given over for loſt at ſea. He came the mo- 


2 = t he received theſe diſpatches from his agent, to Wi 
- Dick: and thanked him with gladneſs, amidſt a large wa 
| | company at the bath, declaring, that Mr. Morris had Dir 
laped his Iife, for Friday was his birth-day, and that day = I Pi 
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he intended to ſhoot himſelf, for which purpoſe he had 9 
previouſiy provided himfelf with a pair of piſtols. | 

From the foregoing, as well as following relation of 
faQs, it will appear plain, that ſome things are entirely 
in our power, while others are as plainly removed from 
pur reach, and that Providence has wiſely hid the Book 
of Deſtiny from the inquiſitive eyes of men. 

The fame which Mr Morris acquired, by'the certain- 
ty of his prognoſtications, ſpread farther and farther, 
and was I to attempt relating every perſon's ſtory that 
I daily hear of, even now here in London, I ſhould ex- 
ceed the bounds of a conſiderable volume: His reputa- 
tion reached Paris, for in the year 1739, his Eloge, that 
is, an encomiaſtical character of him, i given in the 
Magazin des Sgavans, where he is compared to Noſtra- 
damus himſelf, and to Taſſo, who, it is the.e ſaid, had 
an attending genius. | | | | 

But ſuch reputation as Mr. Morris now poſſeſſed, 
could not be enjoyed without ſome envy; even a couſin. 
of his one George Heathcote, ſet up in Cheſterfield for 
a fortune-teller, and in his bills cried down Dick as an 
impoſtor; but there can be no wonder in this, for the 

foregoing- named Noſtradamus, (though favoured by 
Kings and Queens which always, without any other 
reaſon, creates enemies) was not more purſued by envy 
and detraction .for his prediftions in France, than our 
Dick Merris was in England, his detrators continually - 
throu ing dirt, that ſome might ſtick. 41245 
4 )- An affair happened about this time, that occaſioned 
much diſcourſe in the country, and ſerved to eſtabliſh 
his Teputation as a certain myſterious foreteller of future 
events, and proved that he excelled in practice, as much 
as Ovid did in the theory of metamorphoſes. | 3 
It was in the ſummer ſeaſon at Buxton Wells, when 
that place was crowded with the beſt-of company from 
Derbyſhire, Yorkſhire, and Leiceſterſhire, and the 
neighbouring counties; the ſame year that Old Duke: +, 
William, of Cumberland, the uncle to his preſent Majeſiy of 
was there, the ſummer after the Rebellion, 1745-0. 
Dick who delighted in ſurpriſing and aſtoniſhing the 
public, the better to carry on his unaccountable decep- 
tion, diſguiſed himſelf in the character of a wealthy old 


B | gentleman, 
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rant as their maſter ; in fact nobody ſeemed to know any 


_ almoſt every one there, miſſed ſome valuable article or 


2 * 


gentleman, who had come hither for the + benefit of the 
waters, and for the reliefrof the gout. The buſtle of 
the place, the concourſe of viſitors, the variety of enter- 
tainments, and every poſſible fort of amuſement, ad- 
ded to the pleaſure of meeting with many an old 
friend and acquaintance, ſeemed -to e Dick 
that his time would not hang heavy upon his hands, and 
the diſguiſe he aſſumed promiſed him recreation and 
pleaſure. | {3 gf 
Ihe Inn in which he lodged being one of the firſt in 
the town, was crowded with ſtrangers from all parts 


of the country, among whom Dick diſtinguiſhed him+ 


ſelf, and attracted /univerſal notice, by the ſingularity 
of his dreſs, the bluntneſs of his manners, and a kind 
of myſtical reſerve in all his actions. His appearance 
commanded reſpe& ; no Quaker could exceed him in 
gravity of countenance; no Poliſly Jew in extent of 
beard, for upon this occaſion he afſumed a very capa- 
cious one, a ſtrange high hairy cap, and long banyan, 
gave him an Oriental look, that his oldeſt friend did 
not recogniſe him. He occupied the beſt apartment in 
the Inn, was attended by his own ſervant, took no 
notice of, much leſs entered into converfation with 
any of his fellow lodgers, went out regularly every d 


day 

after dinner, aud ſeldom returned home till midnight. 
Though he daily walked about the town, he was never 
once ſeen to aſſociate with a ſingle individual, bit 


walked up and down, ſolitary and penſive, like a mah 
oppreſſed with care; and whoſe looks augured che 
molt intenſe ſtud iouſneſs upon ſome important ſub- 
ject, f | 

His extraordinary character and appearance excited 
every one's curioſity to be better acquainted with him, 
for this purpoſe inquiries were circulated all round, but 
it was impoſſible to procure the ſmalleſt intelligence 
about him. The landlord was aſked; but the hoſt 
Hirugging up his ſhoulders, anſwered only with a ſig- 
nificant ſhake of his head, and the waiters were as igno- 


thing about him. | | | 
The company had not been a month in Buxton before 


other, 
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other, ſome loſt their purſes, ſeveral their pocket 
books, .the ladies loſt their minatures, lockets, fans, 
and even the. rings from off their fingers. Theſe 
loſſes were attributed by ſome, to their own careleſſ- 


neſs, and others placed what they miſſed to the account 


of ſome dextrous profeſſor of legerdemain, who had 
followed the company to caſe them of theſe precious 
valuables; bis bighneſs was not himſelf exempt, from 
the general collection, for he alſo loſt bis gold watch: 
however every one prudently determined to be more cau- 
tious and circumſpect in future till day after day freſh 
loſſes were. diſcovered, cloaths, male and female peri- 
phernalia was miſting, the waiters and the ſervants were 
yeſtioned; theſe, however, not only diſclaimed all 
nowledge of the. frauds, but complained loudly them- 
{elves of various articles of their own being got ſtrangely 
out of their poſleſſin. "ot 
« May I be damned, if I ſpend another night in 
Buxton !'*. exclaimed an outrider from London, Who had 
loft his order-book, ſamples and all. .Yoy muſt cer . 
tainly have left them at home, cried his companion, 
and poſting. back to the houſe, unpacked bis trunk, an 
emptied ita contents upon the floorz but all to no purpoſe, 
> cket book, notes and ſamples, were irrecoverably gone. 
he greatneſs of his loſs hardly ſuffered him to be con- 


.. unged of its reality, and after ſearching all night, renew+ 


ng next morning, but with no better 
Ore. . 6+ 4 
It is wonderful, but till it is true that, fo. much 
property was conveyed away nobody knew where, how, 
nor by. whom, and yet no ſuſpicion fell upon any one 
in particular. Dick's reſerve and diſtance kept off all 
ſuſpicion, but by what confederacy it was executed it is 
not in the power of the mind of man to gueſs, The 
confufion which theſe daring and repeated civil depre- 
dations occaſioned in the place, is caſier gueſſed than 
deſcribed; and the reader muſt recollect there was not 
at that period, a police eſtabliſhment there, like that 
of Bow Street, now in London. The public crier was 
fully employed, and bills de ſeribing articles and offering 
rewards were every where ſtuck up. The London rider 
was the firſt wha took it into his head tg apply to me 
8 | E unſociable 
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unſociable gentleman for advice; it ſome how hit his 
fancy that he might know or gueſs ſomething of the ſtray 
articles. | 


He poſted away early to the Inn where Dick was, be- 


fore the time of his riſing, He found the ſervant up and 


after ſending up his compliments, for his intruſion at ſo 
early an hour, waited below with patience until Mr. Spot 
the ſtrange gentleman, appeared. The ſerious look w ich 
he put on, Puffciently indicated that he came to aſk ſome 
important queſtion, and Dick who read phyſiognomy 
ſhrewdly, gueſſed his errand. bk 
© You have been robbed,”” ſaid Dick as he entered the 
room, © yes,” we the rider, of my pocket book, 
order bock, and ſamples, and fome other articles beſides, 
but what gives me moſt uneaſineſs is my employer's pro- 
perty.” © Give yourſelf no uneafinefs further,“ replied 
Dick, „Go home, and you will find all your articles in 
the window ſeat where you loſt them, and take better 
care in future.“ He ſtood mute with aſtoniſnme nt. The 
ſame band which conveyed away one perſon's things, had 
no doubt carried away the reſt; this rendered the rider 
extremely anxious to know the offender, but beſore he 
was ſufficiently recovered from his ſurprize to com- 


mence his enquiries, Dick had left the room and was | 


dave ; 


e rider was in too great a hurry to repoſfeſs his ar- 


ticles to ſtop — at the Inn, and deing quſte a ſtranger 
to the ſingular character which had juſt given him ſuch 
agreeable intimation, he prudently withdrew with joy 
and haſte to his lodgings, where he found his room door 
open, and the very identical articles in the ſeat of the 
window. He examined them and found his notes ſafe 
and untouched. He ſtood petrified with amazement. His 
relation to his acquaintance of his ſucceſs in recovering 
his property in ſo ſingular a manner flew like lightning; 
it was told with rapidity, and liſtened to with avidity. 
In a few hours every one was informed of the London 
rider's good, luck and no leſs than above a ſcore deter- 
mined next morning to viſit the ſage. | 

Not only thoſe who miſſed property, but all thoſe 
whoſe curioſity urged them out of bed at an early hovr, 
beſieged Dick Spot's lodgings at his Inn; but no Dick 


Spot 


— 
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Spot was there, nor bis man had not been ſeen neither, 
the waiters were queſtianed whether the ſtrange gentle - 
man had returned to the Inn laſt night 2 They anſwered 


in the negative, has he left Buxton then; did he make 


any mention of travelling?“ 

„To have taken any notice to us of his intended 
jonrney,“ replied the Waiter, would be contrary to 
i the myſterious reſerve of his character; it is however 
„ probable enough that he is gone. His reckoning he 
« ſettles every day after dinner, and as to trunks or 
„ baggage, we have ſeen none of the kind along with 
% him.” EDS ny: 
s Suppoſe we ſtep to his anartment we are curious,” 
ſaid ſome, © to ſatisfy ourſelves about this x n- 
tleman, whether he is actually gone or not.“ Th — 
ſtood in the door; but exeepting the uſual furniture of 
the room, not the ſmalleſt trace was there of any perſon 
having ladged in it. f | 277 1 

This was. a great diſappointment ta the viſitors, and 
nothing but patience, the great remedy for all things; of 
the ſort, could be applied. Dick who eaſily foreſaw 
what effect his indicating the reſtoxation of the rider's 
property would have upon the public mind, and not caring 
to he beſet with ſuch a throng of viſitors at once had ſer 
off, and with his man Miles, had taken a private apart- 


ment, at a. ſmall farm-houſe, a ſhort diſtance between 


Matlock and Buxton. : 

Previous to the rider's leaving the place he had been 
ſupplied by one of his maſter's guſtomers there with a 
note of 251. upon a. ſubſtantial houſe at Derby, and 
being low in caſh, and the bill being drawn payable at 
fight, he ſer out next morning after breakfait to get the 
money. He met with no difficulty in findiag out the 


houſe, but bad ſo much the more in finding his pocket- 


book, which after feeling for, firſt in his right pocket, 
then in his left then in the right again, and: ſg og 
- ternately for a full half hour——was actually mis- 
ng. 
This was worſe and worſe, a freſh loſs and where 


to repair it he knew not. Eyening appraached, and - 
found him very thoughtful and ſill buſy in ſearching. 
his pockets, for his 3 hich howeyer did not ap- 


pear 
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pear. He returned to the Inn again, and relating the 
ſtory in the kitchen, a poſt-chaiſe boy obſerved, that 
he had juſt brought up a lady and gentleman from 


Bakewell, for the expreſs purpoſe of ' conſulting the 


cunning man whom they had meet that evening on the 


road. In deſcribing his dreſs there remained no doubt 


but it was the myſterious gentleman who had helped 


the rider to 88 at firſt, and whom fo many 
viſitors at the Wells wiſhed to conſult. - 

© The third or fourth day after his diſappearance he 
returned again to the fame lodgings he had occupied 
before. He had not been there many hours before it 
was known all over the place, that the ſtrange wonder- 


ful gentleman was come back to his old quarters. They 


beſet the houſe, each being eager to confult him and 
to enquire after ſome loſt or ſtrayed articles. Among 
the foremoſt of theſe was the above-mentioned rider 
who yet was hopeful of hearing of his pocket-book 
and note which had been as he thought purloined from 
him ſo unaccountably. As ſoon therefore as he heard 
the news, he repaired to Dick's landlord who had juſt 
received a parcel from a carrier, directed to him, but 
without advice and from whom was all a myſtery.— 
Upon opening it he diſcovered various articles of pro- 
perty ſeparately wrapped up and directed all to different 


perſons. The landlord meeting the rider in the paſſage 


accoſted him with more than uſual gaiety. 
„ Sir,“ he began, I have an agreeable piece of news 
«© to communicate that will, I make no doubt, afford 


you equal pleaſure and ſurpriſe.” 


Which is? The rider demanded with aſtoniſhment, 


« T underſtand, Sir, that during your ſtay. here, you 
«© have had the misfortune to looſe ſomething and to 


e recover it again as ſurpriſingly.” 


That indeed is but too true,” he replied, with a 
look that ſeemed to aſk, whether this was the pleaſant 
and ſurpriſing news he had to announce. 

„ Theſe loſſes,” continued the Innkeeper, have 
been productive of much trouble and uneaſineſs to me, 
as well as to the lofers, Sir, for the credit of an Inn, 
you know, Sir—“ © But to the matter of fact, abruptly 


ſpoke the rider, interrupting him t is your-wonderful 
I S 
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« old jzew-looking turk of a lodger at home who helped 
% me to my pocket-book and other things a ſew days 
« ago, for J have ſince loſt it again with a five-and- 

\ þ twenty pound note in it, and I verily believe he DzALs 
© with the Devit,” . | 

The Innkeeper ſhook his head; at the ſame inſtant 
he was called off to attend ſome company, who came 
likewife to adviſe with the reſtorer of loſt goods for 
the recovery of ſome things they miſſed. 

But how great was the ſurpriſe of many 'to find the 
very articles they came to enquire after in the landlord's 
poſſeſſion directed to themſelves. By what means theſe 
had been firſt obtained, there 1s little room to doubt, but 
the return of them without.a fee was in the higheſt de- 
gree myſterious; this diſintereſted proceeding, and un» 
accountable integrity, ſurpriſed all the world, and made 
every body more and more inquiftive after theſe fingu- 
lar circumſtances. Amongſt the foremoſt who came to 
alk after Dick was a ſhopkeeper who miſſed his ledger ; 
he and the rider had the luck to obtain an audience with 

him the firſt. To the tradeſman he ſaid “ go home, 

* make yourſelf eaſy, your ledger is at preſent at Birm- 
% ingham, whither you ſent it yourſelf to your corre- 
„ ſpondent, for you packed it up yourſelf by miſtake in 
te the hurry you was in on Wedneſday laſt, and you will 

. by receive it ſafe back again on Monday next.“ Voun 

* man,” ſaid he to the rider, your pocket-book and 
„ contents are ſafe, look under your bed, you hid it 
« there in a dream in the night, and if you don't fetch 
ic it away directly it will get into another direction, and 
« the money for the draft will be obtained by the ſer- 
« vant maid's ſweetheart, to whom ſhe will give the 
„book as ſoon as ſhe finds it..“ 

He went back and found it juſt as deſeribed to him. 
He tendered the bill for payment the ſame morning and 
leſt the country reporting every where the ſkill and 
generoſity of the myſterious ſtranger. 22 AS! 

Whether it is chbice or neceſſity directs us in the 

urſuits of what pleaſes or ſuits the turn of our genius, 
Tall not here venture to decide. Mr, Morris's talent 
was eminently remarkable for creating ſurpriſe, and = 
ſometimes tercor, and where he was known, robberies © f 
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were ſeldom or never committed, and when done, the 
goods if inquired after of him, were ſure to be reſtored 
to the owner, though in no inſtance that has ever come 
to my hearing, has he ever impeached the | thief, — 
While he was here diſguiſed, a houſe was robbed of all 
the waſhing, as it hung out to dry ; upon application to 
him, he comforted them with the intelligence that i 
three weeks time, all the things would be brought back 
in a large bundle, and thrown over the wall into the 
yard, which happened exactly according to his word. 
A notice of this is mentioned in the Gentleman's Ma-“ 
gazine, for July, 1792. His fee, when he took one, 
. was never leſs than a guinea, but he would anſwer a 
letter for half, and he always profeſſed to return the 
money if circumſtances failed of turning out as he fore- 
told. In many cafes he refuſed preſents, though from 
the wealthy. It is wonderful f ſurprifing that none 
knew him in Buxton, through his diſguiſe, but the 
aſtoniſhment ceaſes a litile, when it is conſidered his re- 
ſerve, retirement, and taciturnity of diſpoſition, made 
him more talked of than perſonally known, even at his 
uſual place of reſidence, at Bakewell. oo HE | 
Hitherto he had not taken up the profeſſion of a for- 
tune teller in a regular way, but rambled about doin 


ſingular feats, ſometimes. for money, but oftener for hi 
anmuſement. He once called upon. a gentleman he di 


not know, at his country reſidence and told him one 
of his ſervants was diſhoneſt and robbed him daily, and 
would be the cauſe of his death if he kept him in his 
ſervice to the end of the year, but yet he would not tell 
him which it was of three, upon which the gentleman 
diſcharged them all. A ſhort time after a tradeſman's 
bill coming in, indicated plainly enough which it was, 
but the matter dropped there, and the maſter's life was 
perhaps perſerved by the augury of Dick Spot. 2 
By what means he was enabled to effect ſuch uncom- 
mon things is the firſt conſideration of a reflecting per- 
ſon, but much more amazing ſtories are reported of 
- him by the Shrewſbury and Shropſhire people who knew 
him for the laſt 30 years of his life, than I would with 
to relate as fearing the imputation of fabulous narration. 
Reaſon can only judge what is in human power, from 
certain indubitable operations and viſible effects only. 
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When there are not a ſufficient number of examples and 
teſtimonies clear and evident of further powers, their 
effects muſt ſurpriſe and remain 7 by every one 
who has not ſeen the practice of ſuch abilities or genius. 
/” The removal and deſtruction of Mrs. Golding's effects 
at Stockwell, in 1772, though perfectly out of the rules 
of common occurrences and the reſult of ſome occult 
property which time hereafter may difcover, is not more 
extraodinary than many of Mr. Morris's actions, ſome 
few of which I ſhall notice, bnt I fhall confine myſelf 
chiefly to his character as a teller of fortunes. | 
He was met with once on the road between Matlock 
and Buxton by a perſon who knew him well, and coming 
by a man who was faſt aſleep on ſome looſe hay in a field, 
ſays his friend cannot you make ſome ſport with that 
man, juſt ſtep now and frighten him out of his ſleep” 
*« ſtop” replied Dick © a few minutes, now look at him,” 
| Juſt as he ſaid theſe words, the man ſtarted up and ran 
precipitately off, leaving his fork and hat upon the 
ground. He ſcoured away until he came to a pond of 
water into which he plunged himſelf, cloaths and all, but 
he ſoon came out. again, and when he returned to his 
fork and hat, Dick and his acquaintance aſked him 
what occaſioned him to run into the water ſo falt, why 
I dreamed,” anſwered he, that I was in a houſe on 
- fire and that my cloaths had catched, and I awoke and 
found myſelf in the water.“. FF 
Though ſo cloſe and reſerved, his propenſity to ſerve 


the pooreſt perſon was too viſible to be bver looked. 
Matlock was then but a very poor place, inhabited chiefly 
by labourers in the quarries who moſtly live in hovels of 
their own erection not bigger than hog-ſties, At this 
place he diſcovered an induſtrious ſtone-hewer, who 
thewed more ſigns of ingenuity than might be expected 
from a perſon of his claſs. The fact was the man had 
intuitively inſtructed himſelf in the firſt principles of 
Algebra, a ſcience of which Dick was mighty fond, — 
This was evough : Dick adviſed him and lent him money 
to come up to London which he did, and according to 
his prediction advanced himſelf by marriage with a maſter 
chimney ſweeper's daughter in Wormwood- ſtreet, Lon- 
don Wall. - | 5 ile 5 | 

e 


„ A » 5 —— 


f 
4 
1 
. 
1 
4 


* 4 
- — * 
A 1 3 72 
n 


. — K 
. * 5 Nr 


8 "FJ. * Cf" 
ans. 


”> 


22 r K 
ot — * K — P 
. MT TL 


as: > --_ [Xen nn of 


He continued thus to give advice upon all future 
actions in a moſt remarkable and certain manner. Health, 
fickneſs, riches, marriges, preferment, journies, and all 
the incidents of life, even warning ſome of their deaths. 
But when character was involved in the queſtion or might 
be affected by the anſwer, he was very cautious and ten- 
der in that point. Robbery and diſhonorable practices 
he often diſcovered, but ſeduction before marriage or 
infidelity afterwards he but ſparingly indicated. One 
inſtance however I cannot help mentioning becauſe it is 
remarkahle. 

A lady waited upon him one morning with two or three 

of her friends, a gentleman, and a ſervant in livery : 
None of theſe knew ought of her, but that her conduct 
was as diſcreet as it ought to be. Now this lady was 
very unbelieving, and after E ſeveral frivolous 
queſtions, and expreſſing many doubts of the truths of his 
anſwers, and much impertinence, he told her, hat he did 
not take fees in his way to be made a jeſt of, like a com- 
mon fortyne-teller, but to do real ſervice to his conſulters, 
if they would but take warning by his advice, and that 
erſons of the firſt faſhion had been to him, and behaved 
{8 than ſhe did; ſo ſaying, he offered her her guinea . 
back, but ſhe had more generoſity yet than to take 1t, and 
declared, ſhe came for the purpoſe of hearing a little of 


kis knowledge. After a ſhort pauſe, he gave her this 


warning. I can tell you your name, your connexions, 

and if you mean to make a jeſt of me, beware of your- 
ſelf! You are not a maid, wife, or widaw! You have 
à child, at nuzſe at Wirkeſworth; and you were brought 
to bed in Leiceſterſhire: The father of the child is at 
preſent upon a voyage to the Eaſt Indies; but you will 
die before he returns; for ſolid happineſs is not for you. 
You are welcome to your money back again: Woman! 
I am no deceiver; if you ſeek flattery, ſeek it elſewhere ; 
my words are the dictates of truth.“ It is in the power 
of the writer of this narrative, to aſſure the reader Mr. 
- Morris's words came exactly true, for ſhe ſoon after died, 
in conſequence of à cold caught in her feet at the funeral 
of a relation. | ; 25 
Mr. Morris was often vexed by people coming to him 
diſguiſed and in maſquerade, He had ſuffered we an 
inſolent 


P » 


* 


fringement of privilege, ſuddenly diſappeared 
© chimney, where he remained, notwithſtanding the ſmoke 
that was made, by burning ſome ſheets of brown paper 
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inſolent aſſault of ſome ruffians, if his wonderful forecaſt 


had not preſerved him from the intent. The plot was 
well laid, and fome women were concerned ; but Dick 
was UP, and fruſtrated their intent in a very comical 
manner, Ve! | WES 

It was at the George, at Sheffield, ſome out- riders 
from town were there, in the habit of uſing one room in 
2 and when there were none, the room was 
ocked up, and no one allowed to uſe it. To this hoaſe 
Dick was invited, by a very polite meſſage, intimating, 


that a ſelect company would be waiting for him at five 


in the evening, when ſome ladies, who had particular 
queſtions to propoſe, would attend. The buſineſs of de- 
coying him into the ambuſcade, was undertaken by a 
woman of the town, hired for the occaſion, dut who was 
ignorant of the intent of the party who ſent her. Dick, 
whoſe foreknowledge of the affair made him arrange his 
defence in a manner that might ſurprize, . as well as 
confound theſe preſumptuous friends, hired one Old 
George, a chimney-ſweeper, and a droll fellow. Dick 
watching his opportunity, and having given his aſſociate 
a clue how to act. plants him in the room, near the fire- 
ſide, with a pot of ale before him: His grim appearance 
very much diſpleaſed one of the riders, who was juft 
come in, and who, while he went to the bar to com- 
plain to the landlady of the intruſion, and of _ 
t 


to force him up. Preſently the company came. that . 
were to conſult Dick upon the ſubject of futurity, and 
after ſome preliminary converſation, began to taunt him 
with ignorance of their intentions towards himſelf, and 
in ſhort told him they would prove him an impoſtor to 
the whole town. Mr. Spot told them, that he under- 
ſtood bear-garden as well as they; and if there was a 
8 among them, he ſhould expect genteel uſuage. 

he reply to this, conſiſted not in words, but aftion.— 


One of the company diſguiſed in officer's clothes, gom- 
menced the aſſan't, when in the inſtant do wn came Ola 
George, the Sweep, from the chimney, with a whole 
put 


ſhoal of ſoot, and running into. the midſt of them, 
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the moſt to flight, who imagined it was Old Nick, and 


the reſt that temained were glad to compound for their F481] 
clothes, not caring to engage with a buſhel of looſe ſoot. ro 
The landlady hearing a noiſe, came into the room with a 
a broom in her hand, and making at ſweep, to ſave him- wa 
ſelf, once more tries the tunnel, up he gets out of fight, , 5 
and knowing the houſe well, deſcends by another flue, - ' "tra 
and before the landlady left the room, he was again at 
ſtanding behind her making faces. | for 
As good luck would have it. Dick had warded off pa 
their blows with tolerable ſucceſs with a quart pot that he 
ſtood upon the table, and excepting a chair or two, that fat 
got crippled there was not much damage done, and Fr 
the philiſtines had nothing to boaſt, being obliged to cet 
| _— and leave the conjuror and his devil behind at mi 
aſt, | th; 
He often met with banters and people of unbelieving de 
diſpoſitions, but they never retired without being com; 
etely convinced that his abilities were ſuperior to the di 
þoatted advertiſements of the London Siderial artiſts, he 
whoſe chief aim was to gain a good living by the creduli- m 
ty of the ignorant. 5 a ſu 
The principle of theſe for the time being were as af 
follows. Mr. Creighton, a gentleman and a ſcholar; but nc 


unfortunately very poor, about 40-years ago uſed to be 
followed by great numbers, on account of bis {kill in 
Fortune-teliing and the medical art. He reſolved ques- 
tions at the Old Bailey, a few doors from Ludgate Hill © | © 
on the right hand ſide of the way; his predeceſſor was \ 
one Perkins, an officer of exciſe, who was in his way a 
very clever and ſkilful artiſt, inſomuch that the cele- 
brated Edmund Halley twenty *three years aſtronomer 
royal at Greenwich was his good friend, and purchaſed 
his library, aſter his death. Creighton was ſucceeded 
by ſeveral of various fame. One Powel from Briſtol 
bore the greateſt ſway, but his mancbavres got him into 
Bridewell, for making a great ſhew with three gilt balls; 
an Alderman and Sheriff viſited him, and not knowing 
them from Common- Council, or common men, they 
incacerated him for his ignorance. For many years paſt 
that celebrated ſpot has ſtill been diſtinguiſhed for the moſt 
veratic fortune-tellers, videlicet, the JuDcEs at the 
-Ses310Ns-Hovse, | Political 
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Political tranſactions were never attended to him; all 
popular ſubje&s he entirely declined. When the Scots 
Rebellion threw the whole nation into diſmay, though 
warmly attached to Government, he yet never allowed 
himſelf to give an opinion upon the ſucceſs, or the con- 
trary of any public meaſure: But when the rebels arrived 
at Carliſle, he publicly declared their affairs would turn, 
for fortune was from that time ſet againſt them, and the 
party would dwindle to nothing. All ſtate meaſures that 
he was ever known to meddle with, were declarations of 
future lotteries; of theſe he never failed to appriſe his 
Friends, when the Miniſter would treat the lovers of un- 
certainties with another Lor TER T, although the Pre- 
miet himſelf had not then thought of one. It is ſuppoſed, 
that this was one of the great ſources from whence he 
derived moſt of his money in his latter years. G 

His Art of Divination was ſurpriſingly accurate and 
diſcriminating, and made him very poſitive in every caſe 
he undertook, A lady's maid in the habiliments of her 
miſtreſs, her miſtreſs in her own, with their footman in a 
ſuit of his maſter's, once waited upon Mr. Spot, who, 
after viewing the fee, obſerving to the lady, that it did 
not ſignify her diſguiſing herſelf, nor her exalting her 
livery ſervant in his maſter's clothes, no deception could 

aſs upon him, he could always fee through fuch. The 
| ld remarking that he paid leſs reſpect to her, and more 
to her ſervants than he ought, as ſhe thought, accuſed 
him of want of practiſing manners; Mr. Morris replied, — 
and aſſured her that he knew ſeveral chambermaids aas 
genteel and well born as her, and many miſtreſſes more 
aukward and lower bred than their maids, that he did not 
o there fore by the rules af the world, or of gueſs to 
judge what ought to be, but by the unalterable rule of 
certainty, and by the knowledge of what actually was: 

She was, however, very unſatisfied with theſe reaſons, 

and wanted ſadly to know more relating to herſelf and 

not ſo much about them. She grew warm at laſt, and 
began to uſe ſuch language as Dick never reliſhed ; upon 

which, the man of knowledge replied, * this footman, . 

madam, will advance himſelf to the degree of a gentle- 

man, and have a woman of diſtinction to his wiſe, while 
you will degrade yourſelf 2 a ſecond marriage to be the 
WIFE 
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WIE of a rOOTMAN. His ambition is laudable, your 


condeſcenſion mean, therefore I give him the preference. 


I have given you fair warning and wholeſome advice, 
you may avoid your lot by prudence, but his will cer- 
tainly be what I tell you.“ | 
This coming to paſs afterwards, exactly as he pres 
dicted, and his diſappointing ſo many that had a mind to 
impoſe upon him, rendered him after a while, pretty free 
from ſuch wily contrivances; though now and then ſome 


would take it into their heads to practice ſome petty impo- 


fition upon him, but he always diſcovered them to the utter 
diſappointment, and the mortification of the contrivers. 
He was very penetrating in his judgment, and could 
diſtinguiſh truth from falſehood in converſation, and what 
is ſtill more ſurpriſing, he could tell if the narrator was 
the inventor of the ſtory he told, or whether he was in- 
debted for it to another. Once I remember, being in 
company where he ſat, hearing all that was ſaid; when 
a talkative and forward young man was going on, at the 
rate of twenty knots an hour. Dick ſoon ſlopped him 
with, It's a lie; I never heard, nor ſaw you before, 
but I can tell you what you muſt own to be true ; and 
that is, that you are now amuſing this company at the 
expence of your veracity. You have ſerved near three 
years in the navy, which you entered in the beginning of 
1779. You have been twice home from America, in a 


veſſel, with diſpatches, once with the capture of Charles 


town, and again with the news of Prince William's arri val. 
I could follow you through every ſcene of your life— 


every where—to New York-—on board the Warwick—to 


Antigua—the place of your birth—and now to- England 
again; but take warning and pray be cautious how You 
uſe the traveller's licence to tell lies.“ A 
Joo obviate the accuſation of writing falſehoods abgi 
Mr. Spot, it will be neceſſary firſt to obſerve, his talent 
fortune- telling though great and rare in thoſe days, was 
not without precedent, in former times, according to 
hiſtory. Mr. Thomas May, in his hiſtory, book Sth, 
writes, that An old man crowding very hard to take 
his leave of King James the Firſt, 0 he was coming 


e notice o 


into 1 1 a into the royal preſence, 


took lit rince Henry, but addreſſing himſelf 


to 
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to the Duke York, afterwards Charles the Firſt, fell 


a weeping, to think of the misfortunes he ſhould under- 
go; and that he would be one of the moſt miſerable, and 


moſt unhappy princes that ever was. 


An old Scotch nobleman, who was remarkable for his 


gift of predicting future fortunes of folks, upon being 


alked to give his judgment of the then great George 
Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, as ſoon as ever he ſaw 
him, ** Piſh!”” ſaid he, he will come to nothing, I ſee a 
dagger in his breaſt ; and his fate, is well known, was 
decided by Capt, Felton, as every reader of hiſtory muſt 
remember. = 

Sir William Dugdale, in his Barologium, relates that 
Major General Middleton, afterwards created Lord, going 
into Scotland, to endeavour to raiſe a party for King 
Charles, was told by an old gentleman there, that, his 
endeavour was good, but he would be unſucceſsful, and 
beſides, that they would put the King to death, and that 
ſeveral other attempts would be made, but all in vain: 
but that his ſon would come in, but not reign in a long 


-time, yet he would at laft be reſtored. The ſame author 
relates, that an old man, in South Wales, told a great 


man there, of the fortune of his family; and that there 


ſhould not be a third male generation, which happened 


accordingly, Mr. Spot has been known to make the 


ſame obſervation of the Lyttleton family, which did not... 


produce a third male heir, from the great Lord George. 

Thus the reader may ſee what reſpectable authorities 
may be produced, to prove that wonderful and true pre- 
ditions have been delivered by many perſons, in former, 
as well as in our times. Lacy's prediction of the French 
revolution, an hundred years paſt, is as remarkable as 


any I can produce; and we ſhall find hereafter, Mr. 


Spot fortelling in print, ſome circumſtances, in a manner, 
as ſurpriſing as certain, and of which it cannot be ſaid 
that any fort of deception could be in the way. | 

Fortune, that does nothing moderately, was ſo favor 
able to Dick, that he was now enabled to keep his coach 
and livery ſervants; but he till ſaw cuſtomers, moſt of 
which, it muſt be owned, were of the Fair Sex, who 
thronged croud after croud to his houſe, to conſult him 
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querents were as various in their perſons, age, quality, 
profeſſion, art, and trade, as they were in the curioſity of 
their minds, and the queſtions they had to propoſe to 
him ; ſome of events -that lay yet as embrios in the womb 
of time, and were not to come ſome of them to a Gl 
for birth, for many years after; juſt as we read in Orienta 
Hiſtory, of porcelain clay being ſtored up in the earth, by 
curious artificers, which their heirs made china of, ſome- 
times more than a century afterwards, ONE 
Although his property was conſiderable, and be was 
conſidered as an Eſquire, theſe numberleſs cuſtomers were 
as welcome to him as before, for he ſcemed to make for- 
rune-telling his delight, and ' wealth and plenty did not 
make him in the leaſt relax. From all the country round, 
Staffordſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Warwick, Leiceſter- 
ſhire, Cheſhire, and Yorkſhire, the people poured in to 
this wonderful predictor of future events. To all, he 
would anſwer upon the following heads, Marriages ? 
Good or bad Children ? What kind of life men ſhould 


lead, and in what condition they ſhould. die? 28 to 


Riches? Honors? Preferments? Peace? Plenty? and 


Good Weather? It was likewiſe uſual with perſons that 


had loſt any thing, to come to him to be direRed, how, 
with what perſons, and in what place, they ſhould find 


their goods. His name had even a magical effeft pon 
the clowns, and his diſcoveries and cqonſequent.reſticution 


of goods to the owners, made bim be feared by the wl; 
intended, that his preſence and reſidence were conkdered, 
by all honeſt men, as a benefit to the place. Though he 
humoured his fancy in viſiting. many of the lefſer-plages 
in the neighbourhood in diſguiſe, he began to be now ſo 


well known, that his arrival any where, was as/ foon 


known as if it had been notified in the Public Gazette ; 
and III go to Dick Spot,” was the -uſual tone with 
every one, young and old, who threatened others with 
ſeeking after redreſs for real or imaginary. wrongs. | 
In the: courſe of his public practice as a Prediftor, 
many ſimilar queſtions and cafes came before him, which 


it would, be as tedious as unneceſſary to relate. One is 


enough of a ſort ; therefore, to diverſify this narrative ef 
his life I ſhall preſent to the reader only the moſt myſ- 


terious and ſurpriſing caſes in which. be has rendered 


himſelf 
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that man is not only left free, even to 


| he did ſo, 
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himſelf ſo ſingularly famous; obſerving at the ſame time, 
| nk and will evil, 
but in the perfect exerciſe of freedom andy alſo to do it, 
as far as the laws of his country will allow it: as a p 

of this, the following caſe will teſtify, and at the ſame 


gime, ſhew the impoſſibility of avoiding our fate. A 
wealthy farmer, near Lockſley-chaſe, in the Weſt-riding 


of Yorkſhire, came to Dick Spot, to know what was 
become of ſtray poney, he had miſſed from his grounds 
above a month; after Dick had informed him that all 
ſearch after it was fruitleſs for it was killed, and the ſkin 


in a tan-pit; he told the farmer that he could tell him 


of ſomething which concerned him a great deal more 
than the trivial loſs of a horſe or a poney ; and-that was, 
he particularly-cautioned him to beware of impure con- 
nexions, leſt a decay of nature, proceeding from that 
cauſe, ſhould throw him into a conſumption, and ſhorten 
his exiſtence :: Now in conſequence of this warning, the 
farmer told me he became very cautious in his acquaint- 
ance; but in ſpite of his precaution, he had ſoon the mis- 
fortune to receive an infection, from a- perſon he ſhould 


never have ſuſpected, and which, although proper care 
Was taken of it, threw him into a decline, likely to put 


ap end to his exiſtence; and though the exact time of 
his meeting with this accident was not pointed out by 


Dick, it would have been in vain if it had, for he told 


me, that he was ſo ſure of the lady's. preference and 
ion for him, that had it not been for that 'circum- 
ance he ſhould have married her. The ſame farmer 


waiting upon Dick about the effect of his illneſs upon 
his life, for he was then in a ſeeming decline, as he went 
along his dog ſtarted a young leveret, and killed it; he 
took it up aud went and hid it in a hollow tree. As 


ſoon as he came in, Dick ſaid to him, Why did you 
not bring me the leveret your dog killed, inſtead of 
hiding it in a hollow tree? And he retuſed to anſwer him 
any queſtion until he brought it him: After this, he gave 
the farmer, for his guinea, a ſmall bit of paper, curiouſly 


folded up and faſtened together, with a ſtrict charge not - 


to open it, or let any body elſe do ſo, not even to lock 


at it, but to go and bury it at night ſecretly in the chaſe; _ 
ud from his indiſpoſition. Perſons 


often 
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Warwick, about fifteen. years ago. 1 7 4 01 
A young lady, about ſeventeen years of age, daughter 
of a very reſpectable inhabitant of Warne- fort, near the 
three ſhire ſtones, abſented herſelf from her father's 


BY * 


5 | + * 
often came from far and remote parts to him, with me- 


.dical caſes of their own or others. A wealthy yeoman 
of Stannington, near Sheffield, waited upon Mr. Spot 
one day, with the caſe of his ſon, who was given over by 
the phy ſicians; ſays Dick, Go home friend, your ſon's 
life is ſaved; but though his life is ſaved, I cannot chan 
his fate, which will be to be hanged in five years hence.“ 
The old father is yet living, and the ſon was executed at 


houſe.' She was no ſooner miſſing, than the moſt di- 
ligent ſeareh was made after her, both in Bakewell, 


Tideſwell, and back again at Wirkeſworth, even as far 
as Derby and further, for ſeyeraF miles round, but all 


to nopurpoſe. An intimate acquaintance of her father's 
went to conſult Mr. Spot upon the ſubjet. With ſeem- 
ing and perhaps real regret, he told the lady's fathers 
friend that ſhe was drowned, and he told bim exactly 
the ſpot where her body yet lay. The gentleman being 
returned home, went to the place which Dick had point- 
ed out, with men and proper instruments, and her body 
was found under a lighter, in the river Dove, a little 
below Uttoxeter, near Tutbury, where it had lain more 
that a week. This affair, however ftrange it may ap- 


pear to ſceptical. perſons, was affirmed upon cath before 
- the jury, who held the inqueſt at the Ram, at N 


ton. Verdict—Lunacy. 


Curioſity is a prevailing foible, in almoſt every man, 


and the perſon who is capable of performing any won- 


derful exploit, ſeldom fails to excite the attention of 


the admiring mvltitude. This affects the learned and 


fimple. Dick being at Frankwel', Shrewſbury, one 
market day, at the White Horſe, and the houſe very 


> 


full, ſome wags who wiſhed for fun, though perhaps 


at the expence of reaſon, deiired him to make ſport for 
their diverſion, and ſhew them ſomething extarordinary, 
* You would not like to pay for any miſchief that 
* might be the:conſ{equence, I ſuppoſe, would ye?” The 


company being» in a high ſtate of hilarity, * promiſed 
every thing upon condition he did ſomething out of the 
73..3 - | 85 


way 
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ſtand at the door, was ſpreading out his wares to the 


inſpection of che public, when Dick aſked them, if they 


would pay that poor man for the damage he ſhould 
ſauſtaio, if he fer him about breaking» his goods? They 


all agreed to every thing he propoſed, and calling for 
more liquor, prepared to ſee ſomething ſurpriſing: Dick 


never moved out of the room. In an inſtant, as if taken 


\ II 


.uadet the deluſion of the Devil; however, after giving 
1 | him | 


a 


with a ft of inſanity, the man began to break his - pans 
and pitchers with a large ſtick, and his wife aflifte& him 
in the ſame ſort of work, with à flail, which ſhe bor- 
rowed of a, countryman paſling by. 
going along with a coffin upon his back, ſuddenly fell 
down upon the cfockery ware, when dire was the 
craſh! a large white cat, as the cofin fell open popped 
out, but was ſoon out of fight, es well as the. earthen- 


An undertaker 


ware folks, in purſuit of. it, leaving the remainder of 


large pitchers to take tare of the little ones, which yet 
kept cracking and flying as if they had been in a great 


fire. The jovial company teginniag to feel, not only for 
the expence of ſo much miſchief, but ſomething elle for 
themſelves, earneſtly defired Mr. Spot to deſiſt any fur. 
ther from ſhewing his abilities. In fact he frightened 
them ſo, that ſome of them declared afterwards, 
they feared the Devil himſelf would eome to fetch them 

Though the miſchief was ſo ſudden, and there was 
little time for reflection, being a market day, a confi- 


derable croud ſoon aſſembled z, but upon Mr. Morris 


, promiſing every ſort of recompende ſatisfactory to the 
tradeſman, in hard goods, and the company in general 
declaring it was their intention to ſubſcribe for the da- 
maze done. Old Mr. Drinkwater, the wool-ſtapler, 


and Mr. Crump, the warehouſeman, particularly pledged 


themſelves to ſee him ſatisfied. _ 
When the earthenware-man returned, and was aſked 


| what could indvce him ſo ſuddenly to break his goods, 
replied, with tears in his eyes, that he thought he ſaw 


a great bear ſtriding over, and piſſing upon his goods, 
which afterwards changed to a white cat, which he loſt 
in the purſuit, and could not help lamenting that he was 


way. A higgling earthen ware · man, having taken his 


LF. 


—— — — 3 
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him ample be fot his loſs, and making him 
drink with them, he Became a little reconciled, and 
more ſo than ſome of the company who contributed to 
the diſaſter, for Mr. Littlehales, who was one particu- 
larly, always thought and ſpoke of it as done by magie, 
and from this, Dick Spot was often afterwards called , > 
Dick Hell-finch. 77 . a 
Strange and wonderful as this may ſound, it is not 
more ſo than the myſterious actions of a youth Mr. 
Morris brought up. This boy ſeemed to inherit his- 
patron's ſpirit, and ſhewed much of his manners. He 
was born at Aſhford, in Derbyſhire, near Bakewell, 
and lived with him many years as a ſervant out of livery, 
and uſed to be called, The Magic Youth. While Mr. 
Morris lived in Derbyſhire he was often at his father's, 
where he uſed to play the conjuror in a ſurpriſing man- 
ner. From the time he was twelve years old to his final 
departure from Englend (as will hereafter be mention- 
ed) the family was often terrified with dreidful apari- 
tions; ſometimes calves or dogs without heads, appeared 
to their fight, and ſeemed to walk through the houſe; 
and once during a thunder-ſtorm, he foretold, that part 
of his father's houſe would ſuddenly be thrown down, 
ndnd the event ſoon after juſtified the prediction 
Whenever he came to ſee his father and the family, 
if he met any one as he was going there he would inform 
them what they had- done the laſt thing before the 
- came out, and what was the ſubſtance of the diſcourſe © 
zof the company they were in at {ſuch a time, mention- 
ing the day; and if any had the hardineſs to deny the 
truth, he would promiſe them an alarm, and that they 
- ſhould be frightened in an unexpected way in a ſhort il 
ſpace, by his arts, which always happened as he fore. 
told. e | W 118 © 7 
The perplexity into which his father was brought by 

Him, was not leſſened; when Mr. Moftis declared to 
| © him, that his ſon's miſchievous practices would brit 

him to an unlucky end; that he had done all in his 

power to warn him of his wickedneſs in miſapplying 

Bis talents- Although he carefully concealed his in- 

tention of ſpeaking to his maſter; the young man told 

his father every particular of their diſcourſe together 

1 1 n an 
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and 'moreover, that his maſter. would diſcharge him 
ſoon, which he did. at the father's earneſt requeſt, in 
order that he might ſend him abroad. When his father 
went into Yorkſhire, to conſult with a relation about the 
way of diſpoſing of his unlucky ſon, the young man 
told his companions what his father was, 'about, and 
the diſcourſe he was holding, where, and with whom. 
One evening he deſcribed his reception at his relation's, 
and boaſted, that one of his invifible acquaintance had 
broke a bottle of wine, which had juſt been brought out 
of the cellar. At the ſame time he declared, that 
the coach upon the top of which his father would re- 
turn ſhold be overſet, but nobody hurt, all which proved 


fl true. | 


- At New Meadow, and Tideſwell, where this youth 
uſed. often to go, he ſo alarmed the neighbouyhood, 
that many applied to his old maſter to prevent, higtyfrom 
acting his malevolous deceptions : yet no detection end 
be made by what means this lad attained this art, which 
ſo alarmed the whole neighbourhood. | | / 1131 

At laſt the unhappy Father was adviſed by ſome of 
his relations, refiding in Yorkſhire, to ſend his enchant- 
ndies. This advice was complied 
with, and accordingly he was ſent, with his own conſent, 


- 


in one of the Company's ſhips, to Aſia, where, by ſome 


intereſt or other he quickly became captain of one of their 
country ſhips, . 


In this ſituation he ſoon after died, and Mis dn Was 


as remarkable as the actiors of his life; for the veſſel 


which he commanded, in fine weather, ſuddenly: ſunk, 


and the whole company periſhed with him. There were 
four ſhips in company with the diſaſtrous captain at the 
aime his veſſel went down, whoſe officers all agree in 

this account of his exit. | 
Many ſuch the — as the above, occur in the life of 
Mr. Morris, every thing relating to him was ſurpriſing, 
and though ſometimes not altogether wearing the com- 
plexion of credibility, and inexplicable upon philoſo- 
phical principles, were notwithſtanding exactly true, 
although unaccountable. His tel}i»ghis-conſulters their 
without any 

as any thin 
which 


names and the purpoſes they came a 
_ ſuſpicion of confederacy, is as remarkab 
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Which the jew. BOOKMAKER of the curioſities of Litera 


ture has > $4008 from obſcure authors whom nobody 
ever heard of. f 


He was as often conſulted upon the event of lawſuits as 
any thing. Upon theſe ſubjects he was as circumſtantial . 


as a judge in' giving his charge to the jury. Amon many 
others the ſollowing will ſhew his extraordinary {kill in the 


loſt and found way. 


A Mr. Ralph, the traveller to Meſſrs. Spence and 
Coulman, merchants of Leeds, happening to. be at 


Newcaſtle- upon-Tyne, lodged thete, at the Queen's 


Head Inn. In the afternoon, aboutKfive' o'clock, when 
he returned home to his room, he found his bags gone; 
they contained about 80l. in caſh and ſmall notes: 
After much ſearch they were at laſt found rifled in a 
gore of the houſe, bar nobody could tell how, or 

y whom they were conveyed there. The landlord 
declared, in ſtrongeſt terms, his innocence, as did 
alſo all the ſervants, when examined before the magiſ- 
trate, and Mr. Ralph was. obliged to ſend home advice 
of the accident. His employers immediately applied by 
letter to Mr. Morris, who returned for anſwer, that 
they muſt enter an action againſt the landlord, and they 
would recover the loſs. The action was accordingly 


brought againſt Bonniface, to recover the above Sum; 
and after the examination of ſeveral witneſſes, the 
-— _... Jroy_ gave a verdidt for the plaintiffs, for the whole _ / 


amount. 


A gentleman, at Shrewſbury, being about to enter 
into a concern with others, with whom a foreigner _ 
muſt unavoidably be concerned, applied to Dick 
for his opinion of their ſucceſs upon the undertaking 3 
this application was made to him at Kingſland, in 
the ſhow of goods; and his opinion without any pre- 


vious conſideration, was afterwards remarkably juſtified 
by the event. | 


- He told the enquirer, that if his friends did not look 
well to themſelves, before it was too late, their ruin was 
in all probability, inevitable, and at the ſame time urged 
him ſtrongly to perſuade them to abandon a connection, 

which if perſiſted in, would eventually prove of the t 


| _y conſequence to them all, if they did not follow his 
vice. 
2 acquainted them with the refult of his 
converſation with Dick Spot on the ſubject, but one of 


them being dazzled by the golden viſion that danced 


-. "continually in his too ſan 


ine imagination, treated 


his advice with coolneſs and indifference ; the others 


to do them juſtice, ſeemed to pay ſomewhat more at- 
tention to the matter. However in a ſhort time after- 
wards certain occurrences took place, the recital of 


which is not r of any conſequence to the 
matter before us; ſatkce it to ſay that their eyes were 


v ut laſt effectually opened and they were now all fully con- 
vinced of the truth of what he had foretold them, and 
took their meaſures accordingly ; by which means they- 


ſaved upwards of Joo. which would otherwiſe have 


deen ſunk, to all intents and purpoſes, in this unlucky 


undertaking. 
What "1 IM related is a fact: However, like a good 
many more circumſtances relating to the foreknowledge 
of this wonderful man, I confeſs I do not expect to be 
credited by many ; but let thoſe who diſbelieve, enjoy 


their ſcepticiſm, for there is ſmall enCouragement 


indeed to attempt to convince ſome people of a ſuper- 


natural interference in the common affairs of the 


world. I refer ſuch to read Dr. Cook's letter, of Leigh, 
Din Eſſex. 4. 
+ 


About ten years fince, a lady loſt by accident, a va- 
luable diamond ring, and being a preſent from her 
huſband before marriage, ſhe was more concerned for 
the loſs than jf it had been of twenty times the value. 
The lady got a gentleman, an intimate acquintance of 
her huſband's, to vifit Mr. Morris, and enquire of 
him what probability there might be of obtaining 
again the abſent jewel? To this queſtion he very rea- 
dily replied, that it was fallen into the cinders in the 
bed-room, where it would be immediately found when 
looked there for; but, added he, your friend's wife 
ſuffers a greater loſs, of which ſhe 1s totally ignorant, 
but if ſhe follows my advice, ſhe will recover it, and 
ſoon and eafily.” Why,“ continued he, * ſhe has 
loſt a great many hundred pounds, which her aunt 
| DIRTY | £ (naming 
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J ein neten 


(naming her name) left her, but ſhe has heen ſhame- 


fully cheated, for juſt upon her death ſhe being 

preſent, ſhe was g required down ſtairs, about 
ſome pretended buſineſs or other, while a buſy rela- 
tion conveyed away the real will out of the drawers; 
and ſubſtituted a fictitious one in its place, an 
ſeveral other things of value were alſo then trans- 
ferred from hand to hand, to her very great preju- 


dice.“ Here he convinced the gentleman ſo much 


of his ſkill, that he promiſed to bring his friend, the 
lady's huſband, in a week or two, to conſult with him 
himſelf, | . a 


When he returned to the lady and related all that 


Mr. Morris had faid, and of her being called down ftairs 
at the preciſe time the will was produced, were ſuch 
certain indications of the agency of ſpirits, that the 
lady could not be eaſily induced to look among the 


cinders for her ring, although. ſhe had juſt received 


aſſurances of things of a greater intereſt than the mere 
finding a ring, of perhaps ten pounds value; at laſt, 
however, ſhe took the reſolution, and with the aſſiſt- 
ance of her maid, and in the prefence of this gentle. 
man, ſhe found it, as Dick had ſaid. This was the 
very day twelvemonth after the death of her aunt. 
The joy and ſurpriſe of finding her ring again over- 
came her ſo far, that ſhe immediately ran to her huf- 


band, and relating the ſtory of the loſs and recove 5 
-6f it, added all that her huſband's friend had brought 


from Mr. Morris, perſuading him to go and confult 
dim 2 the will of her 25 ww the means 
and probability of recoveting any of this property fo 
- unjuſtly -withheid, i 82 : 
At firſt her huſband but lightly thought ef the 
_ ſcheme, and would have fain laughed her out*of con- 
ceit of it, but it would not do, and by conſtant en- 
treaty ſhe per ſuaded him at laſt into a conſent to ac - 

company her to Mr. Morris. eee enn 
As ſoon as they arrived he told the gentleman' the 


| Th. + buſineſs he came about, and defcribed the houſe fo 


particularly that he even mentioned four poplar trees 
hat ſtcod in the path . the houſe. "That 
though be had never ſubſtantially ſeen it, yet * 


— 


- 
: | * 
1 
- hy 


- * 


» ? 


4 


— 28 


oY 


DICK SPOT, THE CONJURORG 37 


| had it ſo fairly before the mind's eye that he could cauſe 
z tolerable exact drawing of it; and moreover he was | 
ſitive he ſhould recover it if he went about it in time, 
but if he neglected, it would he loſt, aa materia witneſs 
who would tyrn out in his favour would ſhortly be called 
away and then the conveyance of the real will would 
ant proof of ſupport. The gentleman, though ſome- 
what yet of an unbeliever, was not diſpleaſed with the 
notion of recovering ſo confiderable an acceffion of for- 
tune, as the whole was deſcribed and particularly as Mr, 
Morris aſſured him it would be ſoon given up and with 
little, litigation. However he ſaid he would confider of 
it and not enter upon it too raſhly, and before they left 
Dick, he told them the name of the witneſs who ſhould - 
come pou” Uo in caſe of neceſſity to prove the ſhudling 
of the will. 454000 0h BY Skew. 


In every company he came into, it ſerved him for dii- 
courſe and. diverſion; every body however agreed it was 
worth his while, ſince the journey could not be 3 
expenſive as to deter him from making the attempt, and 
his wife continually ſaying chat ſhe remembered ſome. 
talk of a houſe, and ſuch. things as Mr. Mortis had de- 

| ſcribed, ſhe prevailed; upon him at laſt to viſit the ſpot 
which lay on the road to Stockport. ' - - + 
To make the matter ſhort às the remainder of the cir- 
cumſtances are not relevant to the ſtory in hand; the 
owner at laſt obtained a writ of ejectment for poſſeſſion. 
„ aa the court of — ae ed the parties uſurping 
7 P $3ve account of profit for time back and all in leſs than 
| £1 81 wo og! 
8 
d 


- Extraordinary as the following circumstance may ap- 
pear it is nothing more than he used to do 2 


* 


his life, only. that the public are not in possessiom o | ©, 
1 every instance of his wonderful and mysterious sagacity.: 
E A tradesman of Qswestry. one Mr. Howrdwent to him 

. October 12, 1791, to enquire after the of a female 

* friend then on board a chip upon her return from q amũ sq. 
15 The: colicitude he expressed ape the occasion, induce® *--, - 
* Mr. Morris to wich t decline his giving a direct anmsmmetgt : þ 
ky knowing man informed. him, that if he must know, Wx 
* be must tell him, that the ship his friend was on bone 
0 He further acquainted him, that zomg-accoubt wdald e & 
5 had of the ship, in a short time; and accorflingly in a few*. 2 


: ? Nr 1 3 6 eri 
„ d. T S686 rn £4 er 
1 , > 87 : +5 + . : 7 


 8ceptical cannot 


ness of being put off a dispute 
shaſtmen, and Di 

master in the following singular manner; the cart became 
immoveable for near two hours,” nor could the teams of 


: 75 thus: wor; ye appar 
_ Influence over his fut. 


88 kauf rz or 


days, an article of intelligence brought by a a- ship belong- 

ing to Liverpool, appeared in the public prints, the — | 
culars of which were, that in à certain latitude, th 
saw a large ship, answering the description of the vessel 
missing, to windward of them, and _ ntly in great 

distress; but as it blew so very hard, they were not able 
to bear up to her, to render her any assistance, and chel 


- dhortly after went down.“ The name of the Nen 


the Fonseca; from Jamaica 
It must be conſessed, that his answering with o much 


| certainty, is 2 mystery difficult to be comprehended by 


the generality of people; but surprising as-it 18, the most 
— that' in every age, and in e 
place superior genius have risen,: to convince the world 


that. -l the knowledge of man is only to know how little 


he can know, when he su pores be $80580s alt the 
Wispoxt of the-wonrLD. yo. , 1 
Mr. Spot often took whimsical : methode to recent 
— from ignorance or design. A ysung man who 
drove a coul waggon from the mine to the town one day, 
pening he could not get in to de served in his turn at 
the pit for Mr. Spot was there getting coals _ _ 
Own: cons non. At first mblin upen the unfair- 
3 wv kbebeeen him, the 

8 earman; ao 8 was settled by his 


several other carriages” put t in che least motion all that 
tune; For Diele ut Being a] W Y sad to him he must soll 


another hour for his hurry and think himself well off he 


did not fi him there for t fdr his impudence.— 
The truth fa thisvhas-beeti al times aste verated to 


me by the party WG is ache discteet industrious man, 
-  -a.servant in the town. 


When the affair of theiinfortuntte Dr. Dodd, 'became 
the national von E tion Mr. Spot wrote allofter to him 
im Newgate the chief: purpart bf which was to beware 


_ of r, for those figures would be particularly fatal 


to him. Phis was not so enigmatieal a subject But he 
easily understood the! meaning, and woeordingly prepared 
himself vrith resignation for hie latter end. He was fa- 
vbured by not being in the r of the sessions he Was 
in, and did nat die, until the 2 t * June: 
ey of AL una 
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the relation. comes from nable authors, who chieffy 


aim at the ſale of their booka, or gaining the admiration of 
the vulgar by ſurpriſiag ſtorias: but how aſtoniſhing ſoe ver 
a relation may be, if it be confirmed: by ſeveral hands, and 
cially by diſcerbing men and eye witneſſes, we ought 

"Father at leaſt only ſuſpend our judgement than teject tbe 

_ eireumſiance: upon the head of impoſſibility. In his pro: 
ſfeſſion Mr. Morris was thought by all who knew him to 
exceed all aſtrologers. He lived in good credit, and was 
well-fpdken of by the generality, as a good ſort of a man. BO 
He was:charitable 10 the poor; and never-meddled in any 4 

political daſpute. For near the laſt forty years of his life 1 
kept his carriage, but he did nat on that account, take a 
larger fee, without which he: feldom- or ever gave his 
opinion upon ſtolen property, and whenever he gave a fa- 
vourahle anſwer, it vas generally found true, probably from 
the fear which operated upon the mind of the thief, Who, 
in a country place knowing the verdict of the wiſe man, 
and conſcious of has guilt, is impelled by fear to reſtore - 
the property. In chis point of view it may be aked, he. 
ther a country eonjuror is not of more ſervice: than a 
county gaol or gallows? In the former part of this 
memoir, I have, I think, ſufficiently ill uſtra ted the above 
poſition; but with reſpect to fortunes and the future oon- 
tingences of great folks, he feldom gave his opinion, bot 
when he did, hrs words were always fulflled. = [remember 
en the late unfortunate Queen of Denmark was married, 
* being aſked by old General Oglethorpe his opiriion n 
of the match, he ſhook his head and very ſignificantly ob- 1 
ſerved, her advancement to the throne of Denmark, wa | 

to but a fure prelude to her foreign exile and perpetual im. 

in, priſonment. I have waited a while, ſaid he, “to con- 

c ider of the fate of this poor creature, who had better been 
married to a mechanic than a King, for now I am ſatisfied . '' © Y 
the will not live long.“ His opinion upon this matrige 
was ſeverely verified, for ſhe died in priſon at 23. years _— 

gage. The General and Sir Richard Arkwright were both 

preſent When he made tin bbſervation, which d alſb 5 

mentioned in Oglethorpe's letters. 

About 30 years ſince he gained much Attention from 
mechanical people for à curious invention he made to- 
wards the difcoverypf perpetual motion on philoſophical 
priaciples. This Pager, for it was barely a motion, he 
applied to the machinery of u clock, wWhieh he partly con- 
— Krugted himſelf: This clock he bad contrived to go tid 
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King of Sweden will terribly. exemplify this remark. Mr. 


40 __+* > 2," "PUT LIFE: OV | 
years without winding up, by the weight of a ſingle poarid 
that gave motion to 7 of 231b. 1 moved 
through the ſpace of 518, 40g inches in 24 hours, while 
the maintaining pound deſcended but '1-roth of an inch. 
His perpetual motion he ſo contrived to apply. to it that 
this moſt extraordinary piece of workmanſhip d 


thereby the faculty of winding itſelf up by the weight of 


the atmoſphere, as long as the change of the weight of the 


air, (five times in the courſe of two years,) ſhould cauſe the 
mercury either to aſcend or fall 2-10ths of an inch in the 


barometer above or below the mean height. From. a fair 


compariſon of its frition of common clocks, Mr. Elliot oN 
the change affured me, he believed it might have an - 


Interrupted motion for ages. Its principles were his 
original invention and of ſimpleſt nature, Since his death, 
It is depoſited in the Grecian Muſuem, at Litchfield. 


His leiſure hours were all employed in ſome mechaniſm 


or other. There is à clock of his making at the White 
Horſe at Frankwell, in Shrewſbury, which is moſtly con- 
ſtructed of wood, in which he has applied an uncommon 
and very curious . and compound pend ubum of 
Sus own invention. This, though a wooden clock, ſcarcely 
< ; 4 » | *.4 | 
errs a ſecond in a mont. | | 


| He had a chair ſo conttived that as ſoon as a perſon © 


fat down in it, a huge ſkeleton, carved out of wood, 
ſprang up: from behind, and clafped the ar 635 op Was 
fAittivg, faſt round the body, nor could they reles 
ſelves, not knowing, or being able to touch the ſpring 
that forced the machinery back. The following remark- 
able circumſtance is of ſo public a nature, and the proofs 
themſelves ſo irrefragably authentic, that it is out of the 
power of cavil itſelf to deny its authenticity. 
Kings are ſubject to deſtiny, as well as the meaneſt of 
ubjects. The unhappy fate of the late unfortunate 


Morris, who was a great admirer and correſpondent. of 
the Conjuror's Magazine, wrote a letter to the Editor of 
that work in December, 1791, the contents of which ap- 


peared under the NoTtces yok Janvary,” vol. 1, 


| 144, in the following emphatic. words: © Kings 
will, be privately tormented and conſpicuouſly impotent. 


The common people martial, melancholy and wicked; 


and Germany dejected. HEAD of Sweden will die 
eruel and unnatural death.” Here I ſha}l ſtop thg:quota- 
tion, as the remainder relates to other things not neceſſary 


The Government of . will be firong, of Auſtria 
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DICK SPOT,” THE "CONJUROR, 2 


to lay now beſore the reader, and make the following ob- 

ſervations: the Magazine chme out the firſt of December, 
and was in the — 2 the public all that month, as well 
as January, February; and March; four clear months 
( >; before#the'monti on the Gr of which} April,” 1792, he 
Is ſell a facrifice to the too ſucceſsful attempts of Ankerſtrom, 
the regicide, and died twelve days afterwards; the news 
* gy wraacer upon change the t 5th of May. “ Auſtria 
and Germany dejected, are clearly underſtood by the des 
feats the former met wick from the French, and the ro1- 
soft) the late Emperor, which happened” before the 
\ death of the King of Sweden, about à month. The HAD 
be of Sweden was an alteration of the original letter which 
bore 'in Mr. Morris's hand writing the royal phraſe 
| KING, but was changed by the editor of that work, [the 
| writer of this narrative} as being too pointed, and might 
4 iudject the proprietors to pe proſecutions. et 
Here nobody can ventare to ſay Was à prephecy made 
after its accomphimeat, and moreover, I can declare I 
had the letter ſoon enough to have inſerted it the month 

bs fore. See the Conjure 's Magazine; vol. page 396 the 
Though — Morris ſeldom indulged himſelt in Political 
forecaſts, yet his friends ſometimes would get ſomething 
out of him that very nearly related to public events; phrti- 
Cularly once in a large company at the White Hoſe, at 
Frankwell, he poſitively declared that an accident would 
happen to the Buke of Clarence, which is like w iſe recorded 
2 month or two before it happened, in the ſame magazine! 
The accident his Highneſs met with, was the breaking 
his arm as he was ſtepping into his- each from Mrs. 
Jordan's door. n d os þ-ap af” ho IG 
From the fate ofa King to that of a peaſaut, is 4 great 
tra ſition; and as variety is the gale of life, THhal decline 
difctofing what Mr. Morris has left recorded in the minds 
of his friends upon the ſubjects ard objects lately purſued 

by oy and princely incendiaries upon the continent, 

to relate a ſerious prediction he made bs: a" farmer's many 
who galned acceſs to him one morning with the uſual Fee; 
a guinea, which be had purloined from his wife, who was 
about to lye in. But Mr. Morris was not willing to take | 
it, and adviſed him to go home and take care of his wife, 
and act otherwiſe than he had intended to do by a poor 

girl- that was with child by him, otherwiſe a woeful fate.” 
would 'await him. He wondered at his impudence; he 
told him he ame N t him to know his future for- 
n nene ere "1878 
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tune, when he knew his actions were baſe in the extreme? 
«« Here take your money and this with you; you and that 
poor  unfortunate'creature you have debauched; are born 
to 2 Mocking end. Vou have promiſed her marriage and 
ruined. her, ſne is now. with child; and I ſee a terrible 
death tureatening her alſo, which way I ſhall not ſay, but. 
it will happen ſhortly” 4 Lore nn r 
Thbe latter part of the charge was woetully fulfilled in 
about two'months after : ſhe, poor wretch, was indeed with 
child by this monſter, who denied her any help in her 
teſt trouble, and not having any friend to apply to, her 
Naber being married to a ſecond wife, who was bot kind 
to hey ſhe 8 aye i gn — — could do 
it no longer, and when the reſs of her pregnancy 
bene to the end, ſhe ä drown 
© herſelf, which ſhe did from off a lighter in the Severn. As 
for the fellow, he abſconded, and was never. heard of af+ 
terwards, although the pariſh of Saint Mary, in Shrewſ- 
buxy, offered five guineas reward for apprehending him for 
abſcoading from his family. „„ IS Ra ate is i 
Thus neither his honeſty, nor the fellow's ſtupid 4 
city could indace him to impoſe upon the world or hide 
Ain the leaft any thing which ought to be known, though 
| 110 give never ſo great a ſhock to 
10! — in them, 1 Sep ey 3 en 
A genteel young woman, a lady 2 Who was tra- 
velling with the — , came one 2 Dick to aſk ſomes 


E _ * . particulars of her future good pri fortune, but nothing 


would he tell her that time, only that ſbe mult have patience,” 
and time would diſcover all to her. This filence of the 
ſave perplexed her much, and = could not help making 
ſome ſneering remarks. upon the fortune-teller's want of 
ku led e as ihe thought, for Dick had appointed ben 
another day to come when he ſaid he won her an 
abſent one that would then be preſent, remove the 
cauſe of her uneaſineſs, or aggravate it, if ſhe did not take 
care and follow his advice. With this aſſurance the leit 
him for that time, and remained very impatient for the day 
and hour which was to produce this fingular interview. 
She was punctual when the time arrived, and Dick made 
ber fit down while he kept a myſterious filepce all the time. 
- © "She began at laſt, to ſhew ſome-uneaſineſs, but Dick bade 
der hequiet and he would ſoon furpriſe her, and convince | 
ber he knew. her. own fecrets better than ſhe did her o 
ſelf; ſo ſaying, he opened the window, and looking gare - 
| teſsly on the people as the; ed by, {aw a young wo- 
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DICK sror, THE: CONJUROR, ; Th 


en enen as dis ess 'He had no ſooner. ſeen her, than 
he turned to her in the room and ſaid; ** here comes the 
cauſe of your uneaſineſs. Arthur the coachman loves 
this young woman that is juſt come in, better than ever he 
did you, or will. I was wnwilling to tell you ſo the time 
you was here before, becauſe I kw. yon have lent him 
fifty pounds, in hopes he will marry you; but you courted 
him firſt, however he- will _— you of the m 
8 him "hd ber he likes beſt; have patience: and and fe 
pay yoo. 
Having $niſhed-theſe words he bad her ſhewn up, rt 
was but upon very Gopular occafons, that he ever admitted 
mare than one conſulter at a time, 
Having them both together he reaſoned with chem upon 
the impropriety of women's —.— in general, for he 
laid he was more plagued with that than with rraſonable 
. upon the event of human actions. To conſole 
firſt viſor he promiſed her a and creditable 
aſt whus the ak as and refuſe two dffers, even if 
mould produce a licence or put up the 
- — word The man who is viſible to me N58 
n in a merchant's accompting houſe in Flanders. W 
b will bring him to ſee bis friends who live in this part 
2 land, and here he will ſetile ; but be uro to rene 
tous offers and the third will be happy“ 


wx the ſame time, the coachman'comes to hear 97 


do him, don't make yourſelf unraſy about that | 
pounds you have lately — of Sally—-ſhe has been wi 
— you, and I would not at firſt tay any t whe. 
becauſe at that time I ſaw'it dan erous; and when ſhe _ 


ngs of futurity. As ſoon as he entered the R 5 4 5 : 


— came again, the other party arrived at the ſame time, and 


gn both face to face; It will go well wih you all” 
| Your aunt is dead this three days, advice to you - 
bt this is on the road, leave your place as ſoon as you res - 
ceive it, for there are enemies in your aunt's houſe. 

This coachman came io ũ very * eftate and now | 
2  genteel inn on the Bath road ; hut I forbear Py 
names in this place. as it might prove diſagteeable. 

1 believe if Mr. Morris had known the pains I took to 
find out and trace the affairs oſ thoſe who came to con- 
ſult him, he would have forbid me his houſe: but his art 
at divination did not ſtoop ſo low as to give him any ideas 

the fooliſh curiofity I, was then 'exercriing. Not but he 
ve me hints ſometimes that I was of an inquiſitive na- 


ture; and n gte ur more forward, * W 
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inquiring into the caſes of perſons who- wereJdefirous of 
ncealing their views, he would. often ſay rod curious, 
eenous/by f... 7 126] ame TED? 21%? 
A female cuſtomer who had been with him opp 
reading afterwards in a newſpaper of the loſs of a ſhip, or 
2 of which, Dick as declared — — 2 gen 
ſailed. in the capacity of ſurgeon, came and updraided Him 
with telling falſties and —_— -upon her and ſhewing 
the article in the paper; wanted her money back"again 3 
but Dick after à few turns thoughtfully about the room, 
coming out of à deep ſtudy he had been in, wieh n 
ſtart, as though ſomething juſt then had awakened him, 
with a voice beyond what we are able to conceive, he made 
but one ſtep to the table, at which the party ſteod, and 


looking earneſtly: in her face, faid „you are too Traſh in 


charging me with impoſitions. I have not impoſed upon 
your, although the ſhipiis loſt! HN can tell you more 
than you have yet heard, all che officers and crew are 
periſhed,” but that very William Hales ; who in ſpite 4 
impoſſibilities, is deftined to be your huſband: He is 


raculouſly preſerved upon a plank, by which he is got to a 


rock; he is on it now. I have ſeen him almoſt dead with 
-  fatipneg and he will be very near famiſhing, before he can 


reach to any relief. He is about 200 miles off at fea, but 


de halb be in Liverpool in three weeks at fartheſt. He has 

nonſiipg but the cloaths on his back, and will beg tis" 
up4 You will feed him, cloath him, marry” him, and bu 
ee 11:12! ee e le 


Kim all Within a year. . N H 
This reſtored: the lady to a of quietueſs in her 


= * 
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oun mind which had been diſturbed ever ſinee ſhe had 


read the article in the news; and, Mr. Morris, not wiſhing 
to ſend her away without another proof of his foreknowin 
fkill, told her further, that the ſadden change de had late 
uadlergone from ſafety to extteme danger, and hi fer- 
ation ee wee would have as fatal an effect 
upon him 4s! the moſt -pernicious enemy to life. How- 
ever take comfort; yoαν),-wijill be happy in another huſband 
after his denn?: nr MESS 
Mr. Morris was very often conſulted pon the event of 
.cock fights: - Once in particular a party who engaged to 
6ght/a certain cock d s future day for ten guineas for- 


ſeit. Within a few days of the fight, the ſaid party's cock 


got out. and fought and "was fo worried thereby ts 
tally incapable af being brought forward to perform 
engagement. What was to be done ? Mr, Spot was cons 
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became a perſon who claimed à ſhare to good breedii oaks -- 
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DICK $POT, THE CONJUROR. 43 9 
ſulted, and after conſideting a ſhort time upon the fubje& "* 
he ſelected two particular feathers from a large box full, 
and ſent the party with theſe to a farm-honſe fois diftance 
of to match a cock like thoſe feathers, and gave him di- 
| vpn: the —— before the battle to give him ſome | 
per wrote on, which he furnifhed him 
with, and ow — to roll them up in freſh butter. The 
bits were curiouſly done up, and he charged him not to 
open or venture to look at them otherwiſe k would ruin 
the charm. The rrp was fought at the appointed time, 
and this cock — * h a dunghill one, beat his antagoniſt, 
and ſeveral others erwards, eſtimated reer 
that part of the couνẽů -g p. 
le was as frequently conſulted upon and- wag 
as any thing elſe, every event proved him a man of 'dif- 
7 cernment, and gave the enquirers no ſmall matter of diver- 
fion as well as l how in a moment he could be in- 
formed of eve requiſite to make bim juftly looked | 
"mw a8 . Dm knowledge and wiſdom. 
gentlemen waited npon him one * to decide A 
er which afer he had done in « furpriing 
ons of the party concealed a guinea fo — 
tween the leaves of a large book on the table. It was bits 
- dexterouſly that they were ſure he did not ſee them do 
| It, but as they were withdrawing, he handſomel thanked 
® for the intended preſent and making one of them fury 
told him to turn to ſach a page and take out his guinea, 
for upon wagers he made it a conſtant rule only to hed 
with 2 ſucceſsful party. 
- An old gentleman, a widower, who in his younger 
was a farmer, but who now lived on his means, havin 4 
mind to marry again, came to Dick to enquire into the . 
tegrity of a young laſs he had taken it into his head t 
marry. 1 yo ou would take my advice, it will be not ts 
marry,” ſaid Mr. Morris, bet I know all I can tell you 
will not prevent it: But it will make you miſerable,” and 
grief will ſhorten. your days. I do not obſerve h 
t the young woman is bad; but ſhe will become fo 3- 
you will find her free both of her perſon ant purſe. Tou 
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uſed your firſt wife ill, who was a virtuous woman, and 22 
the juſtice of providence will permit this to revenge Her +» 
- cauſe; I can give you but little bopes upon wis Affe * 
h 


ave.ſcen your beſt days, but you muſt fulfil the de- | 4 1 
It happened likely enough = ET "£22 


2 who loved his money 9 * al 


e both deſert bi 
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| Nb A reſledtion om this, and e i i 
F mentioned before of che Uke stung, is enough 4 mae s 
* wander. that his conſulters ſhould. not, when told fo: plainly, | - 
as he moſtly did, of the eyils they were about ing on | 
themſelves, 228 to 9 them, and 
* vn rive to avert their fate. But this very rarely 

3 | and never did, I believe, when love was the motive; for 


ba — —— v 
* 
| 


that little fly enemy to reaſon and reflection, always 'comes 
at rſt in a ſhape too pleaſing to be ref ſteil; and we are % 
96 49 think the- follies wanne. cally 


8 Ss excuſable, IT 
making in which. Morris differed. from ithe 


| 

IH There 
i | | 2 tellers, more than ia bis —— 1 
; thou ags were very myſterious, | 
Ws reſeryed; yet — his viſitots, he never flat-- 
tered them with pradidtions of approaching happineſas and 
| om — to oy matey perſon, never conſe ned 
a 

| 


* 8 


| and ſingular occaſions. He was as 
1 4 — T hc RN ro fone 
1 — not the courage 40 ſupport ſuch in- 

3 tion, but only ſuch accidents.2s prade agement 

Wii prevent, or at leak abate ; and theſe he hever failed 


. 
Tx yy,” 
—— 


|» 2 2 good: while, before he would return 
at laſt 


dt waming of, and gogd advice which way: they: were 
. voided.;- as in the cale of ſeveral, which are ſtill | 
47 tis bere A 
3 — of this fort, I remember as | 
- lows the firſt Was a young! woman:in the cou | 
| applied to know how a certain perſon to whom ee 
Songracted, would behave to ber aſter marriage. "He 
+ Atbang prefied_hy the young har. paſt ecfulal, Þ 
13 be told her, “ Tou have been Ii your 
ain you have-managed them ill;-you; was wrong:to | 
Bye up all to a man who deſpiſes the advantages, he has 
But this 1 will tell you for your .camfort; you 
ſarvige him; for he 1 4 2 
match, She was ve imp 82828 
— would be + 
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irs K for advice. | «You are too ate now ; you — 8 Mi 
one 7 = „ 
oY 7 
mes was che only child, "he was not ſo kind him as ſhe ougbt tic. 
too ; and declared, it᷑ things turned out ſo, he would go to 

daly : To this reſdlution ; r. Morris remonſtrated in p 

Len. warm terme, upon the . impropriety of it, aſſuring bim e 
the I} would never proſper in any employment upon the ' water 
ng: that his firſt attempt would be unfortunate, and: the ſecond: 1 
This | would be the laſt; for the diſaſter he would meet with would 


cauſe his death: Bet if he would take his advice, to- to 
get a riders place in the liquor line, for that, Diek . 
promiſed him moſſ ſucceſs. This was all he would tell Mm 
at this time, and deſired him to call again as” ſoon as his 
| mother was married. It happened in about fix'nUnths, as 
in- | bc had ſaid, 3 2 when the lad cime* to 
ment him, he came full with the reſolution of going to ſea, * 
: 0 — * de what i Ap 2 It wa in rain. 


ey 8 
_— OO. and — ewe of the hands ans © "Ho 
is mother now came to e e „ 


the reception ſue met from him was not fo much what ſhe 5 
expetted, "as what ſhe deſerved, Mr. Morris was ſo — of 185 
upon Her, for her unnatural conduct to her ſon, thit me 
could not refrain ſrom mentioning it to ſome of her nefglte yl 
bodurs; and Hkewiſe that he told her, oe 8 7 r 
come to nothing in leſs than two yen 4 452M 
other exceſſes, Whieh was foon too er“ 845 5 | -- 
fob Heil prin Toy Webe 19 i 
© 3 Lk | 
— About 'this Me the young man AN an dikes = 
Sha voyage, 1d footy « in à ſecond; which" was to the : - 
he 2s Ie of St. Joh, in Newfoundland, in- the .Cod-Piſhery; ' © ]; 
fe in but from Which e be nor the ſhip ever raturned; or © f 
„F ber Verte ever heard of, afterfailinghomewards from the Idand. „ 
* Towards the latter part of Mr. Morris's life; he ſaw but Ko 
t 0 tle company, and leſs et on the ſeore of fortune - telling; IE 
bd 1 who were iel to W 5 


| mightitake.i it as ee, . to 3 
| uch que ions as he uſed; to delight in in his-yapth 
et ere den Magic delvions, it they may 
Y ES 5 ES io called, (l rt 


s 


gountry- olks had great faith in them) 
e had, long let o dealing ip. - Vet how he had perform 
notable cores, ſuch as. old inveterate agues, removed 
ty burying three, bits of paper ſealed up, in a-ſecret prick 
a field. and other- diſorder,: by homing ſcra _ without Jgok- 
ing into Ae ele is ſo upaccountable and extraordinary, 
that Tam me a loſs,to account, But the truth is atteſted by | 
many Wipes e witneſſes, both in town and country; 
_ proving, that every thing belonging to the hiſtory of this. 
wonderful man waz: beyond the ſettled- rules by which hu- 4 
man actions and the ways of man are in general regulated. 
nd now drawin * a congluſion, one thing is but juſtice- 
to, Me. Morris to he had a, very {trong ſenſe. of reli-, 
+. gious duty. Jill. within a very ſnort time of his Death, he 
as in the habits of reading prayers twice a day to his atten." 
57 * dants, and others, whom curięſity, or from better motive, 
1 to form e and when the faligue of this, 
- exertion, was more. than he could encounter, he once in 5A | 
"EIN. , perfpr med his public devotions. 
thoſe Ya ba have a curioſity to hear 3 of * laſt: | | 
momente; 1 ſhall j aſt ſubjoin that.exhauſted nature went 
ntly, and 9 a llryggle; 3 et there certainly was 
=; a very Prrapraigary ben Se the wainſcot of 
dhe room he died in, and of whi ſeemed ſenſible but 
pete re bycit ; for whey, his aue aſbed him if he 
„ * beard.abe goiſe behipd the role? he faintly. anſwere 
8 Nyes, and à Hile while id, *© my. contiqu 
3 Jr . 5 nete will e by the * of the lamp which: will. 
80 2 einge and. which -2 ſoredly + Ame pls 
E. 12 
A * l off; the myſterious Richard Mor- 
85 . at he age of 83, March 4, 1793, at Oſweſtry, 
Secs and on the tenth, he was buried in St, Mary: 8 


: his ai een conkidera e nr chaaie nl 2 3 
Ang 3 ſtate in Erankwell, e wh horſe was 
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